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 A common belief among man-made religious groups is that man can do nothing to save himself. 
This is sad, but even sadder is the fact that many who profess to be members of the Lord's church have 
drunk deeply from the polluted wells of denominational doctrine. The evidence is overwhelming, and 
we are now reaping what has been sown far and wide throughout the brotherhood. The following 
quotes are from men who at the time of these statements professed to be members of the church of 
Christ. 

It is a scandalous and outrageous lie to teach that salvation arises from human activity. We do 
not contribute one whit to our salvation. [Rubel Shelly, "Arbeit Facht Fret!" article in the Oct. 
31, 1990 Lovelines.] 
I believe deeply that the New Testament teaches that salvation is a free gift of God period. 
You are saved by grace alone. [Randy Mayeux at the 1989 Youth Minister's Seminar in 
Lubbock. He has since this speech severed his affiliation with churches of Christ.] 
Nobody has any right to preach anything other the Gospel of pure grace. We are saved by 
grace plus nothing. You are saved by faith period. There is nothing you can do to be saved. 
There are no rules; there are no regulations in serving Jesus Christ. [Glen Owen in a sermon 
delivered in 1982 at the Midtown church of Christ in Fort Worth, TX.] 

Let us now observe a quote from the Scottish expositor, Alexander Maclaren. In commenting 
on Mark 3:35, "For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother, " he said: 

We must carefully observe that these great words of our Lord are not intended to describe 
the means by which men become His kinsfolk, but the tokens that they are such. He is not 
saying - as superficial readers sometimes run away with the notion that He is saying - "If a 
man will, apart from Me, do the will of God, then he will become My true kinsman," but He 
is saying, "If you are My kinsman, you will do the will of God, and if you do it, you will show 
that you are related to Myself." In other words, He is not speaking about the means of 
originating this relationship, but about the signs of its reality. And, therefore, the words of 
my text need, for their full understanding, and for placing them in due relation to all the rest 
of Christ's teaching, to be laid side by side with other words of His such as these: "Apart 
from Me ye can do nothing." For the deepest truth in regard to relationship to Jesus Christ 
and obedience is this, that the way by which men are made able to do the will of God is by 
receiving into themselves the very life-blood of Jesus Christ. The relationship must precede 
the obedience, and the obedience is the sign, because it is the sequel, of the relationship (emph. 
MLW). 

Think about it! A relationship with Jesus Christ without obedience! This is the false doctrine that 
men's wisdom dreams up, but it is not what the Bible teaches. Does anyone today really care what 
the Word of God says? It seems that only a few are inclined to believe and do what the Lord bids them 
to do. The Hebrews writer reminds all that "though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the author of 
eternal salvation" (5:8-9). The gospel is God's saving power (Rom. 1:16), and it must be obeyed 
before one is saved. Man must choose to obey the gospel. On Pentecost the question was asked, 
"Brethren, -what shall we do? " Peter answers, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 
2:37-38). The Bible affirms, "They then that received his word were baptized: and there were added 



unto them in that day about three thousand souls " (2:41). 
Why would one believe he is in a saved relationship with the Lord before obeying the gospel 

when God's Word teaches otherwise? The Scriptures declare that God will render "vengeance to 
them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus " (2 Thess. 1:8). It is a 
strange and false doctrine that teaches that one has a saving relationship with the Lord before baptism 
when the Scriptures teach that "newness of life" occurs only after baptism (Rom. 6:4). Can one have 
a godly relationship with the Lord before becoming "a new creature " (2 Cor. 5:17)? 

God's Word teaches that one must do the will of God to enter into the kingdom (Matt. 7:21). One 
has no right to call Christ the Lord if he will not obey Him (Luke 6:46). The Scriptures teach that 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved... " (Mark 16:16). You tell me, does salvation 
precede or follow one's obedience in being baptized? 

Salvation without obedience - absolutely not! A relationship with Christ and His child without 
obedience - not possible! One will be wise to stand on the rock of God's Word instead of the 
sinking sand of man-made doctrine (Matt. 7:24-27). 
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