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In the third chapter of James, it is evident that worldliness is the result of earthly wisdom. This 
wisdom does not come from Jehovah! "But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without variance, without 
hypocrisy" (James 3:17). One's faith is surely tested by his attitude toward God and his attitude 
toward his fellowman. 

Some brethren make a habit of declaring war upon the precious body of Christ (James 4), and 
the Bible stresses that such conflicts do not come from God. Those who cause strife and faction in the 
body of Christ do so because of their own evil desires and lusts. Far too many times brethren are 
determined to have their own way regardless of the cost. This is the same type of spirit that 
possessed Diotrephes and Ahab. Diotrephes wanted preeminence (3 John 9) and Ahab desired 
Naboth's vineyard (1 Kings 21). One who has succumbed to evil desires will always attempt to 
justify doing things in the wrong way for the wrong reason. 

James 4:2 vividly describes the vain attempt to satisfy the lusts of pleasure and the world. It seems 
that the flesh is always coveting something. Hungering and thirsting after material matters is 
dangerous. The Lord admonishes, "Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled" (Matt. 5:6). If we heed the Lord's admonition we will not selfishly "ask amiss" 
(James 4:3) in our prayers. The Father is to be petitioned in prayer (Matt. 7:7-8) but we are to always 
"ask according to his will" (1 John 5:14). 

An ever-present danger and constant temptation is for one to become friends with the world. 
Committing spiritual adultery is just as sinful as committing physical adultery. James points out 
this truth in saying, "Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with 
God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God" (James 
4:4). It is a serious matter when one is called the enemy of God. 

To conquer selfishness, envy, jealousy, and a lustful disposition, one must humbly submit to 
God's will. The proud, haughty, and arrogant will never bow to God's will. Only those who are 
truly "poor in spirit" (Matt. 5:3) will strive to obey the Lord's commands. 

There is a divine formula given by James in verses 7-10 of chapter four that will cure the 
attitude that produces conflicts, strife, and selfishness in the Lord's church. 

First, one must submit himself to God. Christ makes this clear in saying, "If any man would 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). Self-
denial is something that many people wi l l  adamantly refuse to do! 

Second, the devil must be resisted. To successfully resist the devil it is imperative that one 
recognize that Satan is a real and formidable foe (1 Pet. 5:8), that there is always a way of escape 
from temptations (1 Cor. 10:13), that evil must be abstained from (1 Thess. 5:22), and that things 
pure and holy are to control our thinking (Phil. 4:8). 

Third, one must make a sincere effort to "draw nigh" to God (James 4:8). God will not force His 
will on any person. The Father desires "all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth" 
(1 Tim. 2:4). One will not, however, accidentally go to Heaven. The process of drawing nigh unto 
God takes effort, sacrifice, and a determination to be "single-minded" in a world filled with the devil's 
distractions. Do not forget that the person who puts his hand to the plow and then turns back is not 
worthy of God's kingdom (Luke 9:62). 

Fourth, one's hands must be clean. This surely involves repentance (Luke 13:3; 1 John 1:9) as 
the Father will forgive and cleanse only those sins that one confesses and turns from. Far too many 
pretend to serve and worship God while having unclean hands. God will not accept such hypocrisy. 



Fifth, it is essential that one have a pure heart. The Savior said, "Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God." (Matt. 5:8). Worldly thinking will not produce pure and godly lives. 

Sixth, James notes the affliction, mourning, and weeping that accompanies true repentance. This is 
simply a way of saying that genuine repentance will be noticed. A change of mind will always produce 
a change of action. If repentance is genuine, one will not have to wonder whether or not one has turned 
from his evil and worldly ways. 

Seventh, one must humble and surrender himself before God. Jehovah will resist the proud and 
arrogant, but He lovingly gives grace to the humble (1 Pet. 5:5-6). Paul shows his great humility 
as he willingly crucifies self (Gal. 2:20) for the cause of Christ. 

May we be persuaded that succumbing to worldliness wi l l  make us an enemy of God and cost 
us a home in Heaven! Beware of the sin of selfishness! 
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