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There are only two choices regarding eternity — it is either heaven or hell. While living in this 
world a person chooses his eternal destiny. A loving God cannot be blamed for the loss of one's 
soul. It is His wil l  that "all men...be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). 

A tremendous price was paid in order for man to have the opportunity to go to heaven. God gave 
his only begotten Son (John 3:16). Christ willingly came to this earth and freely gave his life for 
mankind (Phil. 2:6-7; John 10:17-18). The church was purchased with the precious blood of Christ 
(Acts 20:28) and thus must not be ridiculed nor rejected. 

Heaven reminds us of several great truths, and we will express them in the form of an acrostic. 

H-ope (Acts 24:15; Rom. 8:24-25; 15:4; Eph. 2:12) 
E-ffort (John 9:4; Gal. 6:9) 
A-ll (Heb. 6:11-12; Matt. 11:28-30; John 3:16) 
V-ictory (1 Cor. 15:53-57; Rev. 2:10; Rom. 8:37-39) 
E-ternal (2 Cor. 5:1; 1 Pet. 1:4) 
N-ow (2 Cor. 6:2) 

Our HOPE of heaven is rooted and grounded in Scripture. It is a legitimate hope. We have this 
hope because of a loving God who does not desire that we remain lost in sin (Rom. 3:10, 23). This 
is the hope of eternal life in Christ. Those who choose not to obey the gospel are without Christ and 
without this hope. To the Ephesians Paul writes, "in hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, 
promised before times eternal" (Titus 1:2). To the Colossians Paul pleads, "if so be that ye continue 
in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel which ye heard, 
which was preached in all creation under heaven; whereof I Paul was made a minister" (Col. 
1:23). Obedience to the gospel and faithful Christian living gives one hope he would not otherwise 
have. 

It requires EFFORT to go to heaven. One will not accidentally stumble into the city whose 
builder and maker is God (Heb. 11:10). Effort is required to accomplish anything worthwhile in this 
life. It is also required of the one who desires to please God. Christians must never grow weary of 
worshipping and serving the Creator. The devil will do all within his power to tempt us to become 
weary of running the Christian race! 
Heaven is a place prepared for ALL. If one does not go to heaven it is not God nor Christ's fault. 
They have done their part and so has the Holy Spirit in giving us the infallible Word by which we can 
know truth (John 8:32). 

The faithful child of God will be VICTORIOUS! All the redeemed will be in heaven! In this 
world truth and right are not always victorious. The apostle Paul knew he could anticipate the 
victorious crown and so can every faithful child of God (2 Tim. 4:6-8). The devil will not win the bat-
tle he is waging against God, thus, it is essential that we make the correct choice in choosing whom 
we will serve in this life (Rom. 6:16). 

Neither this world nor its contents are everlasting! The Bible teaches us that heaven is 
ETERNAL. It will not rust nor decay and neither will thieves carry it away (Matt. 6:19-21). Although 
Paul is speaking of the physical body in 2 Cor. 5:1, it teaches the truth that man will exist 



throughout eternity. 
We must prepare to go to heaven NOW! This world is but a proving ground where our faith and 

devotion to God are tested. The important word is now, not tomorrow! One may not live until 
tomorrow. The Lord may return before tomorrow. Many convince themselves that they will begin 
diligently serving God tomorrow — and tomorrow never comes. Make sure of your salvation while it 
is today (2 Cor. 6:2)! 

Will you not begin today to live your life for the one who gave His life for you? There is no 
greater gift to give to your family than teaching them the oracles of God and being a godly example for 
the cause of Christ. 

May we all be able to exclaim as did the apostle Paul, "For our citizenship is in heaven; whence 
also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ" (Phil. 3:20). 

Let us summarize what we have learned about heaven. Heaven is for all who have a legitimate 
hope (because of an obedient faith) and have put forth the effort necessary to be victorious throughout 
eternity. When is such done? The devil whispers tomorrow, but God's word declares now! 
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