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 It is a denominational ploy that is catching on fast with brethren who are enamored with their own 
wisdom and have no respect for the Word of God. The first rule of "soul-winning" is to make sure 
that the prospect doesn't know anything about the Lord's church or the gospel. Some congregations are 
now saying that the last thing they want is for their assemblies to remind one of "church." You see, 
words like "church," "gospel," "sin," and "worship" turn people off! Congregations will never attract 
crowds by using such offensive words. A congregation in the Dallas area that claims to be a church of 
Christ has blatantly stated that they do not want those who assemble with them to feel like they are "in 
church." God forbid that a service would have any structure or order to it - that would be too much for one 
to bear! 

The Lord and Savior came to this earth "to seek and save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). He did 
not use soothing terms that pleased the religious leaders of His day. Neither did the Lord camouflage 
the words He spoke so that false teachers and those worshipping incorrectly would not feel threatened! 
To His apostles He said, "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 
28:19-20). If one is to become a New Testament Christian and a member of the Lord's church there are 
certain truths that he must be taught. A person cannot submit to and obey that which he does not know. 

This damnable practice of disguising worship and the church so that they wil l  not be recognized 
must be refuted and rejected by those who love the Lord. The apostle Paul reminded the Corinthians 
that he was "to preach the gospel: not in wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made 
void" (1 Cor. 1:17). The Bible makes it abundantly clear that "the word of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness: but unto us who are saved it is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1:18). 

Can you conceive of one attempting to convert an atheist without ever mentioning God? Perhaps all 
non-believers can be converted by suggesting that they allow some peaceful "force" to enter into their 
lives. Of course, the Bible teaches that "without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing unto him: for 
he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek after him" 
(Heb. 11:6). Such strong words, however, are offensive to non-believers and will surely keep them 
from feeling comfortable in our assemblies. 

Can you believe that some who call themselves Christians have the audacity to teach that there is 
more than one body that is the Lord's body (Eph. 4:4)? Everyone knows that people are more comfortable 
with the church of their choice. No one wants to be a member of a church that claims to be the only true 
church! That is an arrogance that today's society will not tolerate. So let's encourage people to come into a 
building that says church of Christ but its members do not believe that there is only "one body" and "one 
faith" (Eph. 4:4). 

Can you believe that some congregations wearing the name church of Christ no longer believe that one 
must obey the gospel to be saved? These loving brethren accept one into their fellowship who is a Baptist 
because he pleads that he has been baptized, and he knows he is saved. Any Baptist preacher will quickly 
tell you that you are saved the moment you believe and accept Jesus Christ into your heart as your 
personal Savior. They will also tell you that baptism does not save you. Jesus taught, "He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16), and the apostle Peter preached that baptism was for the 
remission of sins (Acts 2:38). But such teaching will drive folks away today, and besides, if they are 



comfortable with their religious experience, then we should accept them. Have you not read, "Judge not, 
that ye be not judged" (Matt. 7:1)? 

The truth of the matter is this. People had better begin reading and believing the Bible instead of 
some eloquent pied-piper peddling a damnable doctrine of profit. The "wages of sin is death" (Rom. 
6:23), and the gospel is "the power of God unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16). Christ is the head of the church 
which is His body (Eph. 1:22-23). How many "heads" and "bodies" do the Scriptures say there are? One! 
The church of my Lord was purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28). One must after obeying the gospel 
and becoming a Christian worship in spirit and truth (John 4:24). 

Truth must be preached before people will see the need to change. If truth is believed, repentance and 
confession occurs, then one can be immersed into Christ. Let us never be ashamed of the Lord's church or 
the glorious gospel! 
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