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 How many faithful congregations of the Lord's church make the headlines of the religious section 
of a major newspaper? The news media will, however, gladly assist in portraying the Bible and 
authorized religion as boring, out-of-touch, and obsolete. An "action-packed ministry" is the rave today, 
and most young families are willing to let their children select what appeals to them in the religious realm. 

How it must grieve God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit to see such disdain for the New Testament 
pattern of worship! Humanism has succeeded in convincing man he is his own "god," and that 
"worship" must be entertaining and exciting. Children, who should be taught God's Word and right from 
wrong (Deut. 6:1-14; Eph. 6:4), are always eager to support that which is akin to a three-ring circus! 

The Saturday, November 20, 2004 Dallas Morning News contains an article written by Elizabeth 
Langton about the Farmer's Branch church of Christ (Dallas area). She notes that "the church started 
Big Time two months ago after investing in professional light and sound systems and an elaborate set. 
More than 50 volunteers bring the shows to life." 

Many congregations of the Lord's church today when approached to do mission work have no available 
funds to contribute. Yet, they can invest in professional equipment for the sole purpose of entertaining 
their audience. The Lord never commanded His church to entertain people, but He did command us to take 
the precious gospel into all the world (Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). Entertainment will send chills up 
one's spine and give him goose pimples, but the gospel will save his soul (Rom. 1:16). A perverted gospel 
(Gal. 1:6) isn't worth the proverbial plugged nickel, and yet thousands who fancy themselves to be 
Christians are supporting that which will destroy the soul. Will these same 50 people knock doors? 

If you love the Lord's church the following words are enough to make you weep. The article says: 
The atmosphere at Farmers Brach Church of Christ's children's ministry seems more rock concert than 
worship service. But behind the strobe lights, dancing singers and high-energy music lies a biblical 
message aimed at young children and their parents, said Eddie Plemmons, children's minister for the 
church. 
"What we want here is something that doesn't look like church," he said. "We can't compete with 
music videos and television, but we can provide quality live drama. That's one area where we can 
connect with kids that they may not get elsewhere." 
Big Time, a 45-minute session held between the church's two Sunday worship services, targets families 
with preschool and elementary school age children. Each month, the program focuses on teaching a value, 
such as initiative or respect. The singers start Big Time by performing contemporary, upbeat Christian songs 
written for the program. Children and parents are encouraged to dance and sing along.... 
Big Time draws directly from the curriculum of Family Times, a program developed by North point 
Community Church in Alpharetta, GA. 
Let us make some observations. First, a freelance newspaper writer realizes that the "atmosphere" 

at this so-called church of Christ "seems more rock concert than worship service." She is right and it is 
tragic! Yes, the Bible message if one at all, is far "behind the strobe lights [and] dancing singers and 
high-energy music." So many today want to conceal the Word of God so that folks will not realize they 
are being exposed to it. Have they not read what the Lord said, "For whosoever shall be ashamed of me 
and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of man also shall be ashamed of him, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels" (Mark 8:38). The apostle Paul was 
never ashamed of the gospel (Rom. 1:16), and neither should one who professes to be a Christian ever be 
embarrassed by the Word of God! 

Second, something is drastically wrong when one who claims to be a member of the church says, 



"What we want here is something that doesn't look like church." Do you ever read in the Scriptures 
where the Lord, His apostles, or any disciple ever attempted to deceive the people they were teaching? Does 
the Bible teach that we are to try and "slip up" on people with religion? God forbid! Paul told Timothy, 
"And the things which thou hast heard from me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also " (2 Tim. 2:2). 

Third, "Big Time" is a contemporary performance where children and parents are encouraged to 
dance and sing." They are heavy on the "social graces" of society but light on reverence and respect for 
God. 

Fourth, they get their curriculum from a denomination. This is exactly what this Farmers Branch 
church has become. May people learn before the judgment that their worship must please God instead of 
themselves! 
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