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 Matthew's account of the parable of the sower is found in verses 3-23 of the thirteenth 
chapter. The sower obviously represents the Lord and Savior. His mission was "to seek and 
save the lost" (Luke 19:10). He charged His apostles with the task of proclaiming the gospel 
to a lost and dying world. To the twelve Christ said, "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19-20). 

The apostles are all dead and Christ has ascended to the throne of God (Rom. 8:34; Luke 
22:69). Thus, in principle, the sower now becomes all faithful children of God who teach His 
glorious truths. 

The seed that was sown and is to be sown is the "word of God" (Luke 8:11). The word of 
man is useless when it comes to saving one's soul! Jeremiah, a spokesman for God, declared, 
"O Jehovah, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct 
his steps" (Jer. 10:23). This is the reason Paul stated, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel: for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). The word and the gospel are one and the same. Paul says to the 
Corinthians, "Now I make known unto you brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you, 
which also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the 
word which I preached unto you, except ye believed in vain" (1 Cor. 15:1-2, emph. mine, 
MLW). 

Many today are sowing anything and everything except the word of God. The word, 
however, is the only thing that contains life. Jesus said, "It is the spirit that giveth life; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I have spoken unto you are spirit, and are life" (John 
6:63). The apostle Peter taught the same thing in saying, "Seeing ye have purified your souls in 
your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of the brethren, love one another from the heart 
fervently: having been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through 
the word of God, which liveth and abideth" (1 Pet. 1:22-23). 

Even when the pure, unadulterated seed of God is sown the results will vary. Such is not 
because of the seed, but because of the soil (heart). The wayside soil represents one who is 
not genuinely interested in the word of God (v. 19). Perhaps because of pride, prejudice or 
worldliness this person resists the truth of the gospel. The seed cannot accomplish its purpose 
because truth is rejected. 

The word of God is also scattered upon rocky soil (v. 20). This represents the emotional hearer 
who lacks the depth for the word of God to take root and grow. So many today are only drawn 
only to that which appeals to their emotions. They do not realize that it is costly to become a 
Christian (Lk. 14:25ff) and their emotions cool considerably upon learning there is a cross to 
bear (Luke 9:23). 

The word of God will also fall upon thorny soil (v. 22). This person will allow the "care of the 
world" and the "deceitfulness of riches" to choke the word from his heart. Even that which is 
good within itself must not be allowed to come before Christ and His church (Matt. 6:33). Many 



allow their jobs, recreation or quest for secular knowledge to choke out the word of God.  
Some seed that is sown will fall upon good soil (v.23). This soil is indicative of a good and 

honest heart. Such a person will hear the word of God and be willing to let it serve as his guide. 
A Christian is responsible for sowing the pure seed (the word of God - the gospel). We must 

remember that the seed has no power until it is sown! It is the responsibility of the recipient of the 
word, however, to be the right kind of hearer (Luke 8:18). One cannot be forced to obey the gospel 
against his will. 

Let us not become discouraged as we labor in the kingdom. May we remember, "I planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave the increase" (1 Cor. 3:6). 
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