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 The devil is surely elated that the majority of mankind believes that they are saved only by faith. 
This so-called faith that we reference is a faith that does not act. The one who possesses such faith 
contends that man can do nothing to save himself. If man can do nothing to save himself, then that 
man's so-called faith cannot be put into action. 

Does faith require that I believe in God (Heb. 11:6)? Does faith require that I repent of my sins 
(Luke 13:3)? Does faith require that I confess my belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God (Rom. 
10:9-10)? Does faith require me to be baptized for the remission of my sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Mark 
16:16) in order to put on Christ (Gal. 3:27)? Yes, a faith that acts is an obedient faith. An obedient faith is 
essential in becoming a child of God. One who refuses to obey the gospel plan of salvation does not have 
faith in the Word of God. 

The book of James challenges those who are Christians to think seriously about their faith. The 
inspired writer says, "Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart 
from thy works, and I by my works will show thee my faith" (James 2:18). There is no way for one to 
claim to have faith and not demonstrate that faith. Faith in action is depicted throughout the Bible. 
Man acts upon that which he believes in order to prove his faith and trust in God. The following 
incidents and Scriptures should help us remember that we are to prove our faith. 
First, we have the incident involving Abraham and the son of promise, Issac. "And it came to pass after 
these things, that God did prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham. And he said, Here am I. And he 
said, Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah. 
And offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. And Abraham 
rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his 
son. And he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God 
had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. And Abraham said 
unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship, and 
come again to you. And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son. 
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. And they went both of them together. And Isaac spake 
unto Abraham his father, and said, My father. And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold, the 
fire and the wood. But where is the lamb for a burnt-offering? And Abraham said, God will provide 
himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son. So they went both of them together. And they came to the 
place which God had told him of. And Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and 
took the knife to slay his son. And the angel of Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, and said, 
Abraham, Abraham. And he said, Here I am. And he said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou 
anything unto him. For now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine 
only son, from me" (Gen. 22:1-12). Who will deny that Abraham proved his faith by an act of obedience. 

Second, Moses recorded, "And thou shalt remember all the way which Jehovah thy God hath led 
thee these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble thee, to prove thee, to know what was in thy 
heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or not" (Deut. 8:2). We will face trials and 
persecutions as we journey through this world. If we have true faith we will do what the Lord has com-
manded us to do. Let us not "grow weary in well doing" (Gal. 6:9)! 

Third, Zechariah describes those who are willing to be God's faithful people. He says, "And I will 
bring the third part into the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is 
tried. They shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people; and they shall say, 
Jehovah is my God" (Zech. 13:9). 



Fourth, James reminds all who will hear, "Count it all joy, my brethren, when ye fall into manifold 
temptations; Knowing that the proving of your faith worketh patience" (James 1:2-3, emph. MLW). 

We must prove our faith, and we do such by doing what God has commanded us to do. A faith that will 
not obey or act is a dead faith. It is a total lack of faith that refuses to believe the words of James, "Ye see 
that by works a man is justified, and not only by faith...For as the body apart from  the spirit is dead, even 
so faith apart from works is dead" (James 2:24-26). 

A faith that refuses to act on God's Word is a dead faith! 
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