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 The Religious section of the October 16, 2004 Dallas Morning News carried an article by 
Douglas Todd entitled "Paradise Sought." The author says that Ashland, Oregon is being called: 

a spiritual mecca [where the] well-off, well-educated residents...do not see themselves as mere 
Americans. They see themselves as citizens of a sacred cosmos...Many people here are 
spiritual seekers who have been flocking to Ashland because they believe it has a last-gasp chance 
of becoming a new paradise on Earth...Nestled in the soft-green Cascade Mountains, Ashland is at 
the forefront of the fastest growing "religious" group on the continent: the spiritual but not 
religious. 

These "well-educated" people should realize that there is nothing "sacred" about this earth in the 
sense that it is to be revered or worshipped. Whether it be the Bible land in Israel, the revered sites in Iraq, 
or this so-called mecca in Ashland, Oregon - no place on earth is any more "holy" than another. The 
Bible, something that most people disdain and avoid studying, teaches that this earth and all that is 
therein will be burned up. Peter, speaking by inspiration, says, "But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved 
with fervent heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up " (2 Pet. 3:10). 

These spiritual seekers boast that they are "spiritual" but not "religious." These people consider 
themselves to be "nones" - "so called because, if asked their religious denomination, they would answer 
'none of the above.'" If these people were only avoiding religious denominations (man-made churches), we 
would commend them. Paul, writing by inspiration, long ago condemned the division that 
denominationalism produces. The apostle said, "Now I beseech you, brethren, through the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). On one occasion the 
Lord's disciples came to Him and said, "Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, when they 
heard this saying? But he answered and said, Every plant which my heavenly Father planted not, shall 
be rooted up. Let them alone: they are blind guides. And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a 
pit" (Matt. 15:12-14). 

It is not, however, just denominationalism that these so-called spiritual seekers are avoiding. They 
also would have nothing but disdain for the Lord's church. The article continues speaking of this 
"educated, genteel class" in saying: 

To a large extent, these are people who dismiss religion as too authoritarian, divisive and 
doctrinaire. Many, for example, favor leaving "under God" out of the Pledge of Allegiance...Many, in 
condemning organized religion, single out evangelical Christianity- such as that practiced by 
President Bush - as "exclusivist." 
Why mention the President as being an "exclusivist" instead of the names of many preachers? No, the 

liberal media would never try to influence the election, would they? At least these so-called spiritual 
people readily admit they will avoid anything that smacks of authority and doctrine. And, they will never 
be divisive if all others will cater to their ideal of spirituality and refrain from mentioning a "thus saith 
the Lord." 

These spiritualists would reject the apostle Paul who said, "Know ye not, that to whom ye present 
yourselves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became 
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching [doctrine] whereunto ye were delivered; and being 
made free from sin, ye became servants of righteousness" (Rom. 6:16-18, emph. MLW). 



The article in speaking of these so-called spiritualists says, "But their disdain for organized religion 
belies an intense spirituality. In Ashland, the nonreligious have definitely not given up on searching for 
holiness." 

Holiness without Godliness will not work (2 Pet. 3:11)! Christ without His church is not an option 
(Eph. 1:22-23)! Spirituality minus Bible religion will not suffice (John 4:24). A refusal to reject the 
world and travel the "narrow" road to Heaven will condemn one's soul (Matt. 7:13-14). 

Yes, many people will be "excluded" from Heaven because they steadfastly refuse to follow God's 
Word (Matt. 12:30). Those who practice the works of the flesh will be excluded from Heaven (1 Cor. 6:9-
11; Gal. 5:19-21). Those who refuse to obey the gospel will be excluded from Heaven (2 Thess. 1:7-
9). It is sad to seek this world's "paradise" and lose the Heavenly "Paradise" (Rev. 2:7). 
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