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 Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary defines the word "steadfast" as meaning: "fast fixed; 
firm; firmly fixed or established; constant; firm; resolute; not fickle or wavering." We live in a society 
where many no longer place a value on steadfastness and personal integrity. In fact, it is not uncommon 
today to reward people for displaying the very opposite of the traits just mentioned. You can name 
professional athletes by the dozens who are making "millions" while being pampered for refusing to 
honor their contracts. Many of these athletes are addicted to drugs, curse at will, and practice fornication 
or adultery on a regular basis. They are steadfast only to the vices of the world, and yet they desire to be 
"role models" for our children. Federal law may overlook the behavior and sins of politicians and high 
profile athletes, but God's law never overlooks or excuses the sins of any person. 

Especially are Christians to strive to do what is godly and right and to look for opportunities to 
faithfully serve Jehovah. A child of God has the responsibility to always be "steadfast and immovable " in 
the Lord's work (1 Cor. 15:58) and to not be influenced by "divers and strange teachings" (Heb. 13:9). A 
faithful member of the Lord's church will allow himself to be hated for Christ and the gospel's sake 
knowing that remaining steadfast and enduring to the "end" will yield eternal life (Matt. 10:22). 

We live in an age where far too many times the world influences the church instead of the church 
influencing the world. This means that many who profess Christianity have absolutely no desire to 
"take up [their] cross" (Matt. 16:24) for they have no intention of foregoing worldliness or becoming 
involved in any type of avoidable suffering (cf. 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Pet. 4:16). So many today want the 
benefits and blessings of Christianity, but they have never counted the cost of being a faithful child of God, 
and they have no intention of "paying the price" that steadfastness demands! They have failed to 
"count the cost" (Luke 14:28) of being a steadfast soldier in the Lord's army. 

Federal law will allow one to be "lukewarm" (cf. Rev. 3:16) or totally indifferent to spiritual matters. 
In fact, Federal law, because of morally corrupt congressmen, lawyers, and judges, is making every 
effort to contradict and render null and void the Word of God! Men, filled with pride and enamored with 
worldly wisdom (cf. 1 Cor. 1:18-21), believe they know more about man's rights and needs than the 
Creator. This is a matter than the Lord addressed long ago. The apostles were jailed for preaching the 
Word of God (Acts 5:18). An angel of the Lord released the apostles and commanded them to "speak in 
the temple to the people all the words of this Life" (Acts 5:19-20). The steadfast apostles were faithful to 
do the Lord's will and as a result were again brought before the council. The high priest said, "We 
strictly charged you not to teach in this name: and behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, 
and intend to bring this man's blood upon us" (Acts 5:28). The steadfast reply of the Lord's followers 
is forever our example, "But Peter and the apostles answered and said, We must obey God rather than men" 
(Acts 5:29). The lesson to be learned is that Christians are to steadfastly obey the Lord even though the 
laws of men bid them do otherwise. 

Have you heard that our own House of Representatives "has voted to urge a conference committee to 
add 'sexual orientation, gender and disability' to federal hate-crimes law" (WorldNetDaily.com)? Is this 
the next step in an effort to forbid Christians from speaking out against homosexuality? The Wednesday, Oct. 
6, 2004 WorldNetDaily says: 
On Sept. 28, the House voted 213-186 to pass a procedural motion encouraging a conference committee to 
include the hate-crimes legislation in the final version of the Defense Authorization Act (H.R. 4200). In 
June, Sens. Gordon Smith, R-Org., and Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., introduced the new language meant to 
protect homosexuals as an amendment to the Senate's version of the Defense Authorization Act. The Senate 
measure passed by a vote of 65-33. The bill imposes special fines for those who commit a "hate-crime" 
against a protected class and provides federal assistance to those prosecuting such crimes...Christian activists 



believe that if passed and signed into law, the legislation could be used to target Americans who voice their 
opposition to the homosexual lifestyle - including pastors preaching and reading the Bible...Some states have 
included sexual orientation in their state hate-crimes laws. Last month, California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger signed into law a bill expanding that state's statute to include not only homosexuals and 
transgendered people but also people who merely associate with those who are part of a protected class. 

 Will the Bible be considered "hate literature" with our government declaring, "We strictly 
charged you not to speak against homosexuality?" Brethren who are steadfastly following the 
Lord will continue to speak God's truth and say, "We must obey God rather than men, " 
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