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 In 1994 I listed in an article the same statistics that I will list today. The statistics come from an 
article entitled "Fabric of Faith" written by Christine Wicker in the Saturday, December 3, 1994 Dallas 
Morning News. The statistics were compiled by interviewing 1,011 adults in Dallas, Denton, Collin, 
and Tarrant counties. The following tables are taken from the newspaper report: 

Religious Beliefs 
 

 Religious Activities 
 

 
Somewhat Religious 
 

51% 
 

Prayed 
 

88% 
 Very Religious 37% Read the Bible 66% 

Neither 6% Contributed Money 64% 
Somewhat non-religious 3% Watched religious TV 47% 
Very non-religious 3% Attended Bible study 40% 
  Volunteer work 36% 
  Attended weekly (1) 

 
30% 
 Reasons For Not At-tending 

 
 
 

Reasons For Attending 
 

 
 

Disliked    organized    re-
l ig ion 
 

27% 
 

Fellowship/People 
 

36% 
 

Hypocrisy 22% Location 24% 
Something else to do 20% Minister/Priest/Rabbi 20% 
Just don't 13% To worship God 13% 
Confined to home 7% Peace of mind 13% 
Don't believe in God 6% Raised there/habit 10% 
Over-emphasize money 6% Programs/Activities 9% 
Haven't found one I like 
 

5% 
 

Where   my   family   at-
tends 
 

8% 
 

Too social 4% To learn Bible/study 8% 
Don't like to go 4% For sermon/message 7% 
  Like the music 5% 
  Prefer small church 4% 
  Bible says so 

 
3% 
 Matters Of Faith 

 
 

Power of Prayer 
 

87% 
 Angels 81% 

An Afterlife 80% 
Heaven or Hell 
 

68% 
 

The above charts are quite revealing regarding people's professed faith in God. Ten years (now 2004) 
has not encouraged us to believe that people's faith in Bible matters has been strengthened. If anything, 
faith in a "thus saith the Lord" is at an all-time low. You will notice that 80% of those surveyed believe 
in prayer, angels, and an afterlife. The sad revelation is that only 68% of the same people believe in 
heaven and hell. It appears that man-made books and movies are influencing people much more than the 
Word of God! 

Only 37% of the people surveyed considered themselves to be "very religious." This indicates that at 
least 63% of the population is not very concerned about religious matters. The plea of our Lord for people 
to "seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness... " (Matt. 6:33) is apparently considered to be of little 
importance to the majority of adults. 

Satan has a way of making some things sound better than they really are. It sounds pretty good to say 



that 88% of all the adults surveyed prayed, but such a statement is then diminished by the fact that only 
30% of the same people attend only one religious service per week. It seems that most people feel that 
God will hear and answer their prayers regardless of their faithfulness to Him. The attitude that prevails 
has people calling on God for help while having no desire to sacrifice of their effort and time for Him. 

Did you notice that 27% of those surveyed disliked organized religion? I am in agreement if they are 
referring to the denominational hierarchies of men, but I fear that such is not the case. What so many 
abhor is God's very clear, objective pattern for worship and for living one's life. The Bible says, "Noah 
found favor in the eyes of Jehovah" (Gen. 6:8) because he did "according to all that God commanded 
him, so did he" (Gen. 6:22). The Bible says that "Moses is -warned of God [to] make all things according 
to the pattern that was showed thee in the mount" (Heb. 8:5). The Lord reminds us who live in the 
Christian age, "If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments " (John 14:15). 

But the reasons for attending worship services are also alarming! Note that 36% attend because of the 
people, 24% because of the location, and 20% because of the minister. It is absolutely revealing that only 
13% attend services to worship God, and only 8% to learn from His Word! Even more revealing is that 
only 3% attend services because the Bible says to! 

It is no wonder that our nation is in such terrible condition. When worshipping God, studying His 
Word, and obeying His commands are no longer important, the devil can coast to victory. May the Lord's 
church learn well this lesson before even more precious souls are lost. Let us make sure that our faith is 
in God's Word (Rom. 10:17)! 
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