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 Many parents abandon logic and reason when sinful situations occur that involve their children.
These parents convince themselves that the Scriptures are not that clear regarding the matter, and question
whether or not God's grace will surprise some with what it covers. We need to be very careful lest we
accuse God of failing to supply us with a clear roadmap to Heaven. The Psalmist  did not hesitate to
exalt God's Word as a clear and adequate guide. He said, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light
unto my path " (Psa. 119:105). It is also very clear that God's grace will never cover sin when one
refuses to repent (Luke 13:3). Let us consider several statements I've heard brethren make over the years.

"I just don't know if my son will be lost if he is not baptized." The Word of God clearly states
that salvation is located in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). Where is the Scripture that states that hearing, belief,
repentance, or confession puts one into Christ? You will search in vain for such a Scripture! But listen as
Paul speaks to the Galatians in saying,  "For as many of you as  were baptized into Christ did  put on
Christ" (Gal. 3:27, emph. MLW). One is not in Christ who has not been scripturally immersed for the
remission of his sins (cf. Acts 2:38). Belief does not wash away one's sins. Baptism will,  however,
wash away one's penitent sins. The Bible gives us such an example in Paul's conversion. Ananias goes
to Paul  and says,  "And now why tarriest thou? arise,  and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on his name" (Acts 22:16, emph. MLW).

Let me also add that Bible baptism is always a burial  -not a sprinkling . Romans 6:4 declares,
"We were buried therefore with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. " You will observe that
newness of life comes after one has been baptized and not before. The Bible makes it very clear that one is
not a new creature who is not in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). Thus, one who refuses to be scripturally baptized is
lost in his sins!

"I just don't know if my daughter will be lost if s he worships using instrumental music." The
question is, "Will  God accept instrumental music in worship?" The answer is a resounding "No!" The
command from the Lord is that His followers must worship God "in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). Do
we know what truth is? The Scriptures declare that God's Word is truth (John 17:17). Does God's truth
(His Word) authorize worship to Him using instrumental music? No! Do we have a New Testament
example of the early church worshipping God using instrumental music? No, not a single one! If worship
to God must be according to truth and  there is not one word in the New Testament to sustain or
authorize one worshipping with an instrument, then instrumental music will make one's worship vain.

Christians are commanded to sing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). The New Testament reveals that Jesus and
His disciples sang hymns (Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26). Paul and Silas sang while in prison (Acts 16:25).
Paul mentions singing with the "spirit" and with "understanding" (1 Cor. 14:15). The Hebrews writer
says, "I will declare thy name unto my  brethren, In the midst of the congregation will I  sing  thy
praise" (Heb. 2:12, emph. MLW). James admonishes those who are cheerful to sing praise (James 5:13).
What is conspicuously absent in Scriptures that mention singing praises to God? That's right, it is the
instrument which must be added by man as it is missing from God's Word.

"I just don't know if my child will be lost if he d ivorces his wife for some reason other than
adultery and remarries." The general rule according to the Bible is that marriage is for life, and the death
of a mate is the only thing that will free one to marry again without committing adultery (Rom. 7:2-3). The
Pharisees asked Christ if it was lawful for a man to put away his wife for any reason and the Lord said,
"What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder" (Matt. 19:6). There is one thing,
however, that God says  can  sever the marriage bond -adultery. The Lord gives an exception to the
general rule  in saying,  "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for  fornication, and shall marry



another, committeth adultery: and he that marrieth her when she is put away committeth adultery" (Matt.
19:9).

There are not 777 Scriptural reasons that allow one to divorce his mate and remarry - there is only
one! Adultery must be the motivating cause for one divorcing his mate if he is to have a Scriptural right to
remarry.

God's grace will not save one who refuses to be baptized for the remissions of his sins (Mark 16:16)
or one who insists on worshipping with an instrument. God's grace will never sanction an adulterous
marriage. Read the Bible and you will know what will cause you to lose you soul!
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