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 Would it not be wonderful if all of the age of accountability could see Satan for the master deceiver 
that he is? The warning is clearly sounded forth by Paul - "...for even Satan fashioneth himself into an 
angel of light. It is no great thing therefore if his ministers also fashion themselves as ministers of 
righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor. 11:14-15). The devil is never 
one's friend as he works day and night "seeking whom he might devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). Satan encourages 
everyone to take a "lighthearted" approach toward sin, but the wise man tells us that "Righteousness 
exalteth a nation; But sin is a reproach to any people " (Prov. 14:34). This is a truth that we must face! 

If we are going to make the world a better place in which to live we must take seriously the 
responsibility of training our young people in the way of the Lord. The wise man again reminds us, 
"Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from it" (Prov. 
22:6). This is a general rule that does not prohibit freedom of choice. A child who has been properly 
trained at least has a good foundation to which he can return. Paul said to young Timothy, "And that 
from a babe thou hast known the sacred writings which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus" (2 Tim. 3:15). Failure to properly train children when they are 
young meets with the devil's approval. This is a truth that we must face! 

There was a time when the home, the school, and the community demanded that young people 
comply with a higher standard of morals. The truth is that such a standard of morality has eroded at an 
alarming rate the past several decades, and many young minds no longer have a conscience that 
convicts them of wrong-doing! The teaching of the Bible and its sacred principles is the only solution to 
successfully combat the problem of immorality. The Psalmist states, "Thy word have 7 laid up in my 
heart, that I might not sin against thee" (Psa. 119:11). Young Timothy is instructed, "Take heed to 
thyself, and to thy teaching. Continue in these things; for in doing this thou shall save both thyself and 
them that hear thee" (1 Tim. 4:16). Without God's Word to anchor a young person's life, he is like a 
ship that has broken away from its mooring. This is a truth that we must face. 

The things written in the Old Testament were written for our learning (Rom. 15:4). One cannot help 
but give thought to the period of time when judges were raised by God to deliver God's people who had 
been brought to their knees because of sinful living. The book of Judges ends with this sad commentary 
of the people: "In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes " (Judges 21:25). 

What about many who profess to be Christians today? The world continues to influence far too 
many members of the Lord's church instead of those members influencing the world. So many times 
Christian parents "give in" to the demands and peer pressures of a worldly society and thus teach these 
compromised standards to their children. One preacher states it like this: "Styles of dress have changed to 
include the acceptance of nudity; filthy language is promoted as a mark of maturity; alcoholism is 
identified as a disease; fornication is labeled as an affair; and the people enter and exit marriage 
relationships at will." Friends, teaching must take place that clearly marks the above things as being 
contrary to the will of God and that which will prevent one from entering into the kingdom of Heaven. This is 
a truth that we must face! 

The Bible is our pattern, and it is this very pattern that is under such vicious attack today from within and 
without the Lord's church. Parents must see that the Bible is exalted in their homes and study of the book 
must be demanded. The concept in the minds of many that Bible classes and Sunday evening services are 
optional has led to an ever-growing lack of respect for God's Word. Parents have become so busy with 
secular matters that they have ceased to see that their children are involved in Bible study. It is no wonder 
that far more young people now find things other than the Bible far more interesting and challenging. 



Such is not the fault of the Bible or the church! In most cases, parents have allowed the world to influence 
their homes to a much greater degree than the Word of God. This is a truth that we must face! 

Both adults and young people must learn that priorities will be established in this life. Since this world 
in which we now live is not our home and will one day "be dissolved with fervent heat" (2 Pet. 3:10-
12), it makes much better sense if we make spiritual matters top priority. We must believe and convince 
our children and grandchildren that "our citizenship is in heaven" (Phil. 3:20). Do not aim "low" as you 
travel through this life. Make sure that your "sight" is firmly set upon that which is above (Col. 3:2). 

Do not forget these truths that we must face! 
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