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 Man is such a capable creature! The reason man is so capable is because God is his Creator. The 
Scriptures declare, "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over all 
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. And God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them" (Gen. 1:26-27). How 
wonderful it would be if people were as anxious to believe in the true and living God as they were to 
achieve worldly success! An intelligent and capable human being should quickly discern between this sin-
blighted world and "the things that are above " (Col. 3:2). The Herculean efforts that many gladly put forth 
to gain that which has no guarantee and cannot be carried into eternity boggles the mind. Why does 
man exhaust every opportunity to disbelieve the Word of God? Why forego reason to reject what God 
says is true and right? 

The Bible says that "the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness... " (1 Cor. 1:18). What 
about people who are so wise and capable of dispute? God's Word asks, "hath not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world" (1 Cor. 1:20)? Yes, but most folks want to think that they are smarter than God. For 
this very reason a warning from God sounds forth, "For behold your calling, brethren, that not many wise 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called" (1 Cor. 1:26). 

A great number of our own brethren today have become so "mighty" and "noble" (at least in their own 
eyes) that they no longer need nor desire a "thus saith the Lord" for what they do in religious matters. 
They have their degrees in Biblical matters from Christian Universities (?) and their diplomas on the wall 
make it official. These brethren have been enlightened and now understand what they never could under-
stand from studying God's Word. They now understand that cultures change through the years and such 
necessitates that God's Word be changed and adapted to compliment the culture in which we now live. 
Brethren, such reasoning does not come from having the mind of God! One does not need a degree from a 
university or preaching school that no longer believes in the authority of God's Word to understand 
that God's Word does not change to accommodate the cultural needs of human beings. Malachi 3:6 will 
forever affirm, "For I, Jehovah, change not... " The Psalmist writes, "For ever, O Jehovah, Thy word is 
settled in heaven" (Psa. 119:89). Paul warns the brethren not to be "fashioned according to this world" 
(Rom. 12:2) and instructs Timothy to "abide...in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them" (2 Tim. 3:14). Paul, an apostle, teaching under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, was the one Timothy learned from. And, from a babe, Timothy's mother 
and grandmother had emphasized the "sacred writings" (2 Tim. 3:15). Folks need to quit listening to 
modern day Jehoiakims who dispense with God's Word every time they desire change to occur (cf. Jer. 
36:23). Philosophers and humanists declare that man is quite capable of directing his steps - the Bible says 
"Not so" (Jer. 10:23)! 

Some now have reached the point where they understand that the name "church of Christ" is 
detrimental in winning souls to the Lord. They are removing the name "church of Christ" so such a 
name will not be an obstacle to those desiring to obey the gospel. Think about it! We are not the church 
of Christ but we want to reach you with the gospel of Christ! If these apostate brethren were truthful they 
would say, "We are not the church of Christ and we do not want to reach you with the gospel of Christ. 
What we have to offer you is not the gospel but a perversion of the gospel (Gal. 1:6)." 

Did not Christ promise to build His church (Matt. 16:18)? Yes! Do not the Scriptures declare that 
God gave Christ "to be head over all things to the church, which is his body..." (Eph. 1:22-23)? Yes! 



Speaking of different congregations of the Lord's people, does not the apostle Paul say, "All the 
churches of Christ salute you" (Rom. 16:16)? Yes! 

Folks, one can boast from now until his life on this earth is over about knowing and loving God, 
but to do so and reject God's Word makes such a one a liar. The Scriptures say, "And hereby we know 
that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoso keepeth his word, in him verily hath the love 
of God been perfected. Hereby we know that we are in him: he that saith he abideth in him ought himself 
also to walk even as he walked" (1 John 2:3-6). 

Do you want to be a member of those churches who take pride in saying, "We are not the church of 
Christ?" 
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