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 The Saturday, August 14, 2004 Dallas Morning News carried an article in the religious section 
that caught my attention. The article noted that "visions of Mary [and] other such 'miracles' put faith - 
and science - to the test." An individual by the name of Joe Nickell has been investigating "paranormal 
claims - from haunted houses to extraterrestrials - for more than 30 years." The News reports that Mr. 
Nickell states that "he has never come across a 'miracle' for which there wasn't a rational explanation." 
Mr. Nickell also believes that "the church...doesn't do enough to debunk such claims." Mr. Nickell is 
absolutely correct on both counts! 

Some scholars of Catholicism do not believe it is the church's job to debunk false claims. In fact, 
Timothy Matovina of Notre Dame says, "In the end, for those who don't believe, no proof is 
sufficient. And for those who do, no proof is necessary." The first part of Mr. Matovina's statement is 
true. The Jewish leaders of Jesus' day rejected Him as the Messiah even though the Lord proved again 
and again that only the Son of God could do the mighty deeds He did. The second part of Mr. Matovina's 
statement leaves much to be desired. It is admitted that the truths the Lord states should be believed whether 
or not He offers proof for what He says. We believe Christ because He is speaking from the Father 
(John 12:50). There is authority in the Lord's Word (Matt. 28:18), and the Father has demanded that we 
hear Him (Matt. 17:5). The authority of Christ does not reside in the Catholic church, and so we demand 
proof for what they claim. In warning about false teachers the apostle John said, "Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out 
into the world" (1 John 4:1). 

Mr. Matovina said, "People of all religions...draw from encounters with the mysterious - whether it's 
faith healing, speaking in tongues, prophecy or communing with angels." This is the voice of Catholic 
authority speaking, and it contradicts the authority of God's Word. Note what the Bible says regarding 
miracles: "Love never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether there 
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall be done away. For we know in part, 
and we prophesy in part; but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done 
away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child: now that I am become 
a man, I have put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then face to face: now I 
know in part; but then shall I know fully even as also I was fully known " (1 Cor. 13:8-12, emph. MLW). 
How can one "draw from" those things God's Word said will cease when "that which is perfect is come?" 
That which is perfect is completed revelation -God's Word - and it is called the perfect law of liberty 
(James 1:25). Revelation is now complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The News reports that "it can take decades - or longer -for the church to rule on whether a 
sighting [of Mary] is authentic." A spokesman for Catholic Bishops says, "There are no formal written 
guidelines [so] each bishop decides whether an investigation is warranted and how it is conducted." 
Can you believe such? As Paul said to the Corinthians, "Awake to soberness righteously, and sin not; for 
some have no knowledge of God: I speak this to move you to shame" (1 Cor. 15:34). So many today have no 
knowledge of God's Word and are indifferent to the authority of the Scriptures. Why not let the Word 
of God decide whether something is true or false? If people will turn to God's Word for the answer, it 
will put the bishops and all other innovators out of business! 

Mr. Nickell accuses the Catholic church of being "very skeptical privately," but tolerating [the claims] 
publicly if it brings greater understanding and strengthens their faith." Father Sheeham disputes this, 
saying, "The church wants to be careful not to give fraud a seal of approval. If people are moved, their 
belief strengthened, we are not going to trample on their faith." 

Let me say that Mr. Nickell works for the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the 



Paranormal established by the late Carl Sagan. But he is correct in crying "fraud" to those who claim to 
have seen the virgin Mary. What "belief is strengthened when people believe that which is not true? 
Should not false faith be trampled upon? 

The Word of God is always right regardless of man's claims, and the Holy Scriptures declare, "So 
belief cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ" (Rom. 10:17). Do people see the dead 
raised today and thus believe in God? No! Do people hear one speak fluently in a language he has never 
studied? No! Do people today have the gift of prophecy? No! Think of those who have set the date of 
Christ's return - every one was wrong! Let us see God's Word for the authority it is, and then believe it! 
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