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 It is sad that so many people are "ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth" (2 Tim. 3:7). The Bible makes the "best seller" list every year, but just owning a copy of the 
Holy Scriptures does not make one holy or knowledgeable of God's Word. The Bible must be diligently 
studied, and it must be studied correctly. The Word of truth is to be handled accurately or rightly 
divided (2 Tim. 2:15, NAS, KJV). One will give an account for what he believes, thus the warning, 
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). 

Is it not amazing that even though the Bible directs us to "all speak the same thing" and "be perfected 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10), that the majority of people are 
convinced that in the realm of religion you can do it your way and I can do it my way? Does it not dawn 
on most people that it is best to do it God's way? In fact, God's way is the only way if one desires to 
go to Heaven! Long ago Jeremiah noted that "the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps " (Jer. 10:23). Why then are so many determined to have their way when it 
comes to worshipping and serving God? 

Multiplied thousands who consider themselves to be Christians loyally assemble week after week 
at a "church" that cannot be found in the pages of Holy Writ. They profess to be followers of Christ while 
in reality they are followers of men. Have you ever tried to find in the Bible the names of 
denominational churches? If the church is the bride of Christ then why should it wear some man-made 
name? 

Denominational thinking has infiltrated the Lord's church and in so doing has influenced congregation 
after congregation throughout the land. Why is it that so many will believe what is not in the Bible but 
will not believe what is in the Bible? There are congregations that have removed the name "Church of 
Christ" from their signs. It seems that they can draw more folks this way as many people have an aversion 
to the church of Christ. Denominations discovered decades ago that man-made churches are more popular 
with the masses than the Lord's church. Since some churches of Christ have been imbibing 
denominational ideas and material for years, it should not surprise the faithful to see these apostate brethren 
abandon the name that correctly identifies the Lord's church. Once you open and reach into "Pandora's 
box" and begin to "plug" into the church the "felt needs" of men, there is no stopping the downward 
spiral into apostasy. Let the faithful be grateful that some apostate churches are willing to dispense with 
the name church of Christ. May more apostate congregations do likewise if they have no intention of 
returning to "the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). A gapping division is in 
full bloom, and the cause of the division is not the faithful! Give credit to the division that exists today to 
those who no longer love either the Lord or His Word! 

Brethren who railed against the "old hermeneutic" had to do so in a feeble attempt to rationalize their 
rapid departure from God's truths. The Word of God always shines ample light on right and wrong. 
Leaders in the movement to abandon the Lord's church seek to convince people that there is no pattern 
to follow. To hear them tell it anyone might be right - one cannot be so dogmatic to know for sure. Of 
course, society and culture has also changed, and these brethren who have educated themselves to no 
longer believe what God has decreed cry that the Bible is out of touch with modern man. These men 
say you cannot trust God to tell you how to live and worship but you can trust their guidance in these 
areas. Why will not intelligent brethren refuse to see this non-sense for what it is? 

There is an old news flash for these false teachers who have abandoned truth - "For ever, O Jehovah, 
Thy word is settled in heaven " (Psa. 119:89). Jesus, the Lord and Savior, says, "I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life: no one cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). God's Word is truth (John 17:17) 



and will always be true (1 Pet. 1:25). The Master warns of those who refuse the light of truth and love 
the darkness of error (John 3:19). To false teachers who boldly say that if we do not compromise the 
world will hate us and the Lord's church will vanish we remind them of what they will remember in the 
judgment: "If the world hateth you, ye know that it hath hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, 
the world would love its own: but because ye are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you" (John 15:18-19). 

May all lovers of the truth determine to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" 
(Eph. 5:11). It is God's way or the broad way that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13). 
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