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 The prophet Jeremiah lived during a period of time in which God's law had been ignored. A failure 
to study, teach and practice the law of Jehovah resulted in the Israelites sinking into the depths of 
apostasy. The people did not desire to listen to law that condemned their sinful lifestyles. Neither did folks 
desire to be condemned for rejecting God and worshipping idols. The kings had no intention of insisting 
that God's law be read or followed. It is said that history repeats itself, and who can argue that we are not 
walking in Israel's footsteps today? What lessons are ours to learn? 

First, Josiah's parents failed to teach him the Word of God! The last good king before Josiah was 
Hezekiah. Manasseh, Hezekiah's son, introduced idols in the temple, allowed human sacrifices, 
encouraged wizards and soothsayers, and shed innocent blood. Manasseh's son, Amon, followed in the 
steps of his father and "trespassed more and more" until finally killed (2 Chron. 33:23). Josiah was 
the son of Amon. This explains why Josiah would be ignorant of the law; he had not been taught to 
respect the Word of God! Moses made clear the responsibility of parents in teaching their children in 
saying: 
"And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be upon thy heart; and thou shall teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shall talk of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shall bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for front-
lets between thine eyes. And thou shall write them upon the door-posts of thy house, and upon thy gates" (Deut. 6:6-9). 

Josiah's parents wil l  give an account to God for their failure to correctly teach their son, but Josiah shows 
that one can overcome lack of teaching and bad influence if he so desires. When but sixteen years of age 

Josiah makes a choice to follow the God of David (2 Chron. 34:3). The young boy king was tempted in every 
way to follow the path of evil but instead rejected sin's beckoning call. Every person today of accountable age 

and sound mind is responsible for his actions and the decisions he makes. 
Second, there is always the opportunity to do what is godly and right. God allows this world to 

stand and life to continue. Each day is another opportunity for one to choose to obey and follow the 
Creator of all that is good. Josiah could not have been reared in more unfavorable conditions. He could 
have used the excuse that he was a product of his environment and that because of such he was due 
understanding, special considerations, and an exemption from God's laws. But Josiah did not harden his 
sense of right and wrong, and he chose to follow the true and living God who has made Himself known to 
all. 

Third, Josiah is proof that one does not inherit the sins of his parents and can choose to have 
either a humble or haughty heart! One could have no more wicked parents and grandparents than did 
Josiah! Neither could one live in a more wicked environment! But Josiah refused to be corrupted by evil 
people and worldly things. His ego was not overly inflated and neither did he have an arrogant and 
haughty heart. The Scripture says, "because thy heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before 
Jehovah, when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that 
they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have 
heard thee, saith Jehovah" (2 Kings 22:19). A hardened heart opposed to the will of God will always lead 
to the loss of the soul. Josiah knew that two ways stood before him - the way of the world and the way of 
God! Millions today are faced with the same choice. Our prayer is for tender hearts that will respond to the 
Lord's will. 

Fourth, the determination of one devoted to doing God's will is a powerful force. Josiah knew 
that all things pertaining to spiritual matters had to be done with the proper spirit and in the right way 
(cf. John 4:24)! He gathered all the people at Jerusalem, publicly read from the book of the law, and 
demanded that all submit to God's will. The divine commentary says: 



"Surely there was not kept such a passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of 
the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah; but in the eighteenth year of king Josiah was this passover 
kept to Jehovah in Jerusalem. Moreover them that had familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the teraphim, 
and the idols, and all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah 
put away, that he might confirm the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest 
found in the house of Jehovah. And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to Jehovah 
with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither 
after him arose there any like him" (2 Kings 23:22-25). 
The greatest need today is for one to find and obey the Word of God and turn to Jehovah with his whole 

heart. 
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