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 The Bible is emphatic in describing sin as being progressive in nature. Three classic examples are 
given in God's Word that all would do well to consider. In the third chapter of Genesis Eve does what 
many people will do down through the stream of time. Eve is aware of right and wrong for she says to 
the serpent, "Of the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat: but of the fruit of the tree which is in the 
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die" (Gen. 3:2-
3). However, Eve begins her departure from God by doubting His instructions. As doubt enters her 
mind she then sees the forbidden tree in a different light - it is good for food. The more distance one 
puts between himself and the Word of God the easier it is to travel down the slippery slope of sin. Eve 
takes the forbidden fruit, eats a portion of it, and then gives some of the fruit to her husband. Notice 
how one sinful step can very quickly and easily lead to another. While we are quick to see the outward 
sin of Eve taking and eating the forbidden fruit, let us not forget that God sees and identifies the real 
problem - the heart! 

The second classic example of sin's progressive nature is found in the seventh chapter of Joshua. 
Achan sins against God by taking the forbidden spoils of war. Achan seeks to explain his actions by 
saying, "when I saw among the spoil a goodly Babylonish mantle, and two hundred shekels of silver, and a 
wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in 
the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it" (7:21, emph. MLW). Some see the only 
problem as being the "devoted thing" (Joshua 7:1) hidden in Achan's tent, but God knows that the root 
of the problem is the heart. 

The third classic example involves David, King of Israel. David saw Uriah's wife, Bathsheba, 
bathing, and she was beautiful to look upon. The king then proceeded to inquire, take, and lay 
(commit adultery) with Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11:2-4). We are quick to point to the sin of adultery (and 
rightly so), but God is also looking at the heart and the thought behind the actual deed. 

A truth stated in Galatians 6:7 should cause each of us to give some serious thought before yielding to 
sin. The apostle Paul states, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). We know from studying these three classic examples that such a principle is true. 
Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden of Eden and their lives would never be as they once were. 
The sin of Achan affected all of Israel and led to the death of he and his family. Tragedy after tragedy 
floods David's life during the last years of his reign in Jerusalem and all because of his sins of adultery and 
murder. 

Let us now, however, focus on the thought behind the deed, and view the heart as God views it. In 2 
Samuel 12 God sends Nathan to David with a parable that David will never forget. Two men who live in 
the same area are set in contrast one to the other. One man is very rich with great flocks and herds, and the 
other man is very poor with only a single ewe lamb. The rich man has a "traveler" to come his way and 
decides to use the poor man's lamb for the meal instead of one of his many sheep (2 Sam. 12:1-5). David 
correctly understands that the rich man's sin goes far beyond the taking of the poor man's one ewe lamb. 
This wrong act came fro... a heart that has no compassion for one's fellowman. But was not this the 
same lack of compassion that led David to commit adultery with Bathsheba and to murder her husband? 

We live in a society where people are proficient at treating the symptoms of specific sins without 
ever getting to the root or heart of the sin! Jesus teaches that it is what goes into the mouth but what 
comes forth from the mouth that defiles a man (Matt. 15:15-20). It is made clear that words and 
actions come from the heart: "For out of the heart come forth evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, forni-
cations, thefts, false witness, railings" (v. 19). In this vein, all church problems are nothing more than 
heart problems. Think about it -jealousy, covetousness, backbiting, hatred, respect of persons, and 



unfaithfulness in attendance, giving, prayer, communion, study, steadfastness, conviction, matters of 
doctrine, and one another relationships - can be traced back to a problem with the heart! 

All people are obligated to "come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). But especially are 
Christians to think  on  things  that  are   "true...,   honorable..., just..., pure..., lovely..., [and] of good 
report" (Phil. 4:8). It is most important and of eternal consequence what a Christian "feeds on " and 
"thinks about. " Jesus addresses the root of the problem in a positive way when He says, "Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God" (Matt. 5:8). Make sure you do what is necessary to guard against a 
heart problem that left uncorrected will lead to spiritual death! 
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