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 Jesus enters into a Jewish synagogue and encounters a man with a withered hand. The religious 
unbelievers asked the Lord, "Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath day? that they might accuse him" (Matt. 
12:10). The reply of Christ is pointed and swift, "What man shall there be of you, that shall have one 
sheep, and if this fall into a pit on the sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out? How much 
then is a man of more value than a sheep! Wherefore it is lawful to do good on the sabbath day. Then 
saith he to the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, as the 
other" (Matt. 12:11-13). 

The miracle performed demonstrated unquestionable supernatural power. The common people were 
amazed and asked, "Can this be the son of David" (Matt. 12:23)? But the hard-hearted Pharisees upon 
seeing the same evidence attributed such a work to the power of Beelzebub (Satan). One cannot help 
but think of the progressive nature of sin as he contemplates the false charge of these religious leaders. 
First, the false accusation against Christ was uttered with full knowledge. They did not speak out of 
ignorance. The common people saw the same miracle and attributed such to the power of God, but the 
Pharisees chose to attribute such a might work to evil and the power of Satan. Second, the false 
accusation against Christ was not said impulsively. These self-righteous religious elite had long sought 
to discredit the Savior. Third, they sinned deliberately! The miracle of Christ could not be denied. Only 
two choices are possible as to who gets the credit for the miracle - God or Satan. So bitter and hardened 
were the hearts of the Pharisees that they deliberately chose to credit this good deed to the power of the 
devil! 

It is no wonder that after experiencing this encounter with these religious hypocrites that the Lord 
would declare, "He that is not with me is against me, and he that gathereth not with me scattereth" 
(Matt. 12:30). H. Leo Boles remarks, "In the great conflict between life and darkness, good and evil, the 
kingdom of God and of Satan, there is no middle ground; there is no neutral position; there is no third 
power to which these miracles may be attributed. These Pharisees were obliged either to join Christ or to 
be against him. They had to become allies of God or co-workers with Satan; there was no other 
alternative." The truth of the matter is that this same principle is just as applicable today as it was 2000 
years ago! 

The wind is blowing and there is the distinct smell of change in the air! Compromise is the name of 
the game today and tolerance of everyone's view is demanded. What did the Lord do? Jesus could have 
impressed the moneychangers by tolerating their abuse of the temple, but He chose to honor the Father and 
say, "It is written, My house shall be called a house of prayer: but ye make it a den of robbers" 
(Matt. 21:13). Many today who claim to be Christians need to heed Paul's admonition to "know how men 
ought to behave themselves in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth" (1 Tim. 3:15). Some have learned very little from the Word of God and it is no small 
wonder why such is true. So many today no longer consider the Bible to be a "pattern" to which man 
must heed and which can correctly guide him. The Son of God respected and honored truth, however, 
and emphatically stated that it should never pass away (Matt. 24:35). 

Yes, the Lord could have made more "friends" if He had been willing to ignore the Word of God and 
refused to make "judgments" about others. Instead, He chose to call the Pharisees "blind guides " who 
"outwardly appear righteous unto men, but inwardly are full of hypocrisy and iniquity" (Matt. 23:16, 28). 
Jesus could have catered to every religious view of Jew and Gentile during His day, but He instead 
chose to do His Father's will (cf. John 4:34; 5:30; 14:31). 

There is no more emotional and volatile subject that marriage, divorce, and remarriage. Many today 
pretend to be ignorant of God's truth on the matter so that church buildings can be filled with adulterers. 



The Lord was given an opportunity to "tread lightly" in this area. The Pharisees asked, "Is it lawful for a 
man to put away his wife for every cause" (Matt. 19:3)? Christ did not answer, "Perhaps!" Instead, the 
Lord says, "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder" (19:6). He then gives the 
only exception for divorce and remarriage in saying, "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except for 
fornication, and shall marry another, committeth  adultery: and he that marrieth  her when she is put away 
committeth adultery" (19:9). 

Many today have no intention of following the way of the cross, but the way of the cross still leads to 
the Heavenly home. Words like sacrifice, faithfulness, and commitment are not very popular today. 
Remember that Christ was crucified because of His unyielding devotion to truth. Is truth precious to you? 
Will you choose to stand for Christ or will you cast you lot against Him? It will one day matter! 
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