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 The 1971 musical Jesus Christ Superstar is being made "even more modern" according to the 
Saturday, May 15, 2004 Dallas Morning News. Mary A. Jacobs, a Dallas freelance writer notes, "In 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Judas tells Jesus, 'If you'd come today, you would have reached a whole 
nation/Israel 4 B.C. had no mass communication.'" 

Does this mean that Jesus failed in His mission to "seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10)? Hardly! 
Jesus said, "Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I say unto you 
I speak not from myself: but the Father abiding in me doeth his works" (John 14:10). Jesus chose and 
taught His apostles and then promised them: "But the Comforter, even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said unto 
you" (John 14:26). Several years later the apostle Paul noted that the gospel "was preached in all 
creation under heaven" (Col. 1:23). Without the news media, the internet, the telegraph or telephone, 
the gospel via God's plan was carried into all the world. 

No, "mass communication" would not have reached Israel with God's truths in 4 B.C. and it is not 
reaching them with His truths today. The reason is because most of the Jews, like everyone else, reject the 
gospel message. 

"Director Alan Hanna runs with that 'what if by setting the musical in modern times in an 
upcoming production at Unity Church of Dallas. Pontius Pilate is the governor of Texas; Herod 
speaks via a press conference." The director says, "I want to have the audience think about, if Jesus 
came today, how would people react?" 

People would react today to truth the way they have always reacted to truth. Jesus would tell his 
followers today the same thing he told His followers long ago: "If the world hateth you, ye know that it 
hath hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love its own: but because ye are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you" (John 15:18-19). 
Friends, society and culture may indeed change, but the gospel message does not change. The "wages of 
sin" is still death (Rom. 6:23), and the gospel (not some perversion of it) is still the only power to save 
(Gal. 1:6; Rom. 1:16). 

The article said that "Mr. Hanna hopes the production will speak to religious intolerance with a 
message that fits with the teaching of the Unity Church, which says, 'Human beings have the Christ 
spirit within them.'" Isn't it amazing that most folks want people to be tolerant of their religious beliefs, 
but they have no desire to tolerate pure gospel teaching and preaching? The Bible charges all to tolerate 
only the preaching of the gospel (Gal. 1:6-7) - a perversion of the gospel is never to be tolerated! 
Neither does Christ teach that His message was designed to fit some man-made church! Mr. Hanna 
wants a message that "fits with the teaching of the Unity Church." The false conviction that the church is 
the source of authority contributes only to religious error and division. The Bible is the source of 
authority, and it reads the same today as it did when it was penned by inspired writers (cf. 2 Pet. 1:20-
21). 

Mr. Hanna's last statement is quite comforting, but is it correct? He says, "You have situations in the 
news where everyone is thinking that God is on their side. To me, God is on everyone's side." 

The Bible does teach that all are created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27; 9:6). But is God on the side of 
everyone? Absolutely not! The Scriptures remind all of this basic truth, "Behold then the goodness and 
severity of God: toward them that fell, severity; but toward thee, God's goodness, if thou continue in his 
goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off" (Rom. 11:22). 

Is God on the side of those who refuse to believe in the Christ (this includes the Jews)? No. Jesus 
said, "I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for except ye believe that I am he, ye shall 



die in your sins" (John 8:24). 
Is God on the side of those who refuse to repent of their sins? No. Again, the Lord taught, "Nay: but, 

except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish" (Luke 13:3). 
Is God on the side of those who do not know Him and those who "obey not the gospel of the Lord (2 

Thess. 1:8)? No. Those who refuse to obey the gospel will "suffer punishment, even eternal destruction 
from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might" (2 Thess. 1:9). 

Is God on the side of those who refuse to abide in the teaching (doctrine) of the Father and the Son 
(2 John 9) No. One that goes beyond the teaching of Christ progresses too far and has neither the Father or 
the Son! 

Only by obeying the Lord will you be on His side and have Him as "the author of eternal salvation " 
(Heb. 5:9). 
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