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 The writer of the book Hebrews asks a question that everyone who is of the age of accountability 
should carefully consider. In chapter two and verse three one reads, "how shall we escape, if we neglect 
so great a salvation? " There are at least three great truths from the above scripture that cannot be 
denied. 

First, one is reminded of a great certainty - salvation! The love and concern of a compassionate 
Creator is clearly seen when Paul reminds Timothy that God "would have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). The Christ came to this earth "to seek and save that which was 
lost" (Luke 19:10). But everyone who is capable of believing must make the choice to become "obedient 
from the heart to that form of teaching" (Rom. 6:17) delivered by inspired writers. The Bible clearly 
indicates what a believer must do to be saved: "Wherefore putting away all filthiness and overflowing of 
wickedness, receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls " (James 1:21). 
One who hears and has faith in the Word of God (Rom. 10:17) will believe (Heb. 11:6) and act upon that 
belief by repenting of his sins (Luke 13:3), by making the good confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and by being 
baptized for the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16; Mark 16:16). 

After becoming a New Testament Christian by putting on Christ (Gal. 3:27), one must heed sound 
doctrine and not turn aside to false teaching (2 Tim. 4:3-4). Salvation of the soul is certain only for God's 
children who continue to walk in the light of His truths (cf. 1 John 1:7). One who is a faithful follower of 
the Lord can confidently say as did the apostle Paul, "For I am already being offered, and the time of my 
departure is come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 
give to me at that day; and not to me only, but also to all them that have loved his appearing" (2 Tim. 
4:6-8). May we always keep our mind firmly fixed on that which is above (Col. 3:2) so that we will not 
miss eternal life in Heaven! 

Second, one is reminded of a great possibility - neglect! The Hebrews writer warned in our text 
verse that salvation can be neglected. Since all of us are free moral agents, we are constantly making 
decisions involving our duties, obligations, and responsibilities. God forces no person to abide by His will 
although some false teachers claim that He does. Joshua, leader of God's people in the Old Testament, 
states that one must choose to follow Jehovah. The challenge Joshua set forth rings loud and clear: 
"...choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were beyond 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve 
Jehovah " (Josh. 24:15). 
The Scriptures are clear that one's salvation can be neglected. Some teach the false doctrine of "once 
saved, always saved," or the false notion that one cannot fall from God's grace. It is evident that the apostle 
Paul did not subscribe to such false teaching as he told brethren (those who were saved) at Galatia, "Ye 
are severed from Christ, ye would be justified by the law; ye are fallen away from grace " (Gal. 5:4). 
Please observe that one cannot fall away from some where he had never been! 

Peter makes it clear in 2 Pet. 2:20-22 that one can neglect salvation and fall from God's grace. He 
states: "For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with 
them than the first. For it were better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after 
knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered unto them. It has happened unto them 
according to the true proverb, The dog turning to his own vomit again, and the sow that had washed to 
wallowing in the mire. " 



Third, one is reminded of a great impossibility - escape! The truth is that God always knows! To 
Jeremiah God said, "Can any hide himself  in secret places so that I shall not see him? " (Jer. 23:24). 
Absolutely not! The Bible reminds us that "The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, Keeping watch upon 
the evil and the good" (Prov. 15:3). The New Testament confidently affirms, "For the word of God is 
living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing even to the dividing of soul and 
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and quick to discern the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there 
is no creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked  and  laid open before the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do (Heb. 4:12-13). 

May we all realize that there is no escape from the Day of Judgment. And, since it is indeed possible to 
neglect the soul and all things spiritual, let us cultivate hearts that are inclined to diligently strive to make 
our salvation certain. 
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