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 It was a little over ten years ago that I wrote an article containing some of the following thoughts. 
In this article, I want to expand on those thoughts. The passing of ten years has only confirmed that 
people are creatures of habit, and that it requires strong motivation to change those habits. 

It occurs all the time - folks at different sporting events, theater plays, musical shows, and most of 
these people have one thing in common. They want to sit close to the front! A seat towards the center 
and close to the front is considered to be the best seat in the house. In fact, most people will pay 
considerably more money for a seat close to the front rather than sit in one of the "bargain" seats in the 
back. Some folks will forego attending a function they wanted to attend if they cannot get good seats close 
to the front. 

Through the years I have wondered why it is so very different in most church assemblies. Week 
after week some folks consistently see just how close they can sit to the back of the auditorium. Before 
someone jumps to an erroneous conclusion, I am not suggesting that one cannot acceptably worship 
on the Lord's Day sitting on the back pew. And, a person sitting on the front can engage in vain worship. 
Let me challenge your thinking in this area, and as Isaiah said, "Come now, and let us reason together... 
" (Isa. 1:18). 

Some Reasons For Choosing To Sit Towards The Front Of The Auditorium Or Class 

First, it is much easier to be a participant! Whether it is the Bible class or the designated period 
of worship, each member needs to be able to participate to the best of his or her ability and in a way 
that is acceptable to the Lord. In Bible class one needs to be able to hear what is being said by all in order to 
be edified or to offer a comment. It is difficult at best to always hear the comments of those sitting in 
front of you. One's voice is projected forward - not backward! If having a "gap" of several rows 
between the one speaking and the one listening can be avoided, it will be advantageous to all who desire 
to study God's Word. 

In the worship service, sitting toward the front of the building allows you to be much more of a 
group participant in the singing of songs of praise (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). The closer people are together 
the easier it is for their voices to blend together. If folks are located only in each of the corners of the 
auditorium, it sounds almost like four separate groups singing. Even though it is still each individual 
singing, the ability to sing in unison is at its best when all are sitting together. 

Second, it is a source of encouragement to the song leader! Believe it or not, the singing is 
improved when all members sing and are in close proximity to one another. The singing is more 
balanced, and it makes it much easier for the song leader to do his job in leading the congregation in song. 

      Third, it enables those who serve the Lord's Supper to do so more quickly and more orderly. 
When there are tremendous gaps in the audience it requires more time and movement of those doing 
the serving of the Lord's Supper. It is also easier to accidentally overlook someone. The Bible admonishes 
every child of God to do "all things...decently and in order" (1 Cor. 14:40). Surely every Christian desires 
to help in this area. 

Fourth, it is advantageous to our visitors who may arrive at our services late. If we elect to sit 
toward the front then our visitors can easily slip in behind us without feeling they have disrupted the class 
or worship service. 

Fifth, it reduces the temptation of young adults being distracted. It has been my experience that 
when young folks sit on the back pews there is almost always an increase in talking, laughing, the passing 
of notes, and other unacceptable behavior. 

Sixth, it enables most people to see the visual aids that might be used to illustrate a lesson. 



Many times it is impossible to make visual aids as large as one would like. It is more conducive to 
learning if can see what is on the screen or board as well as hear what it being said. 

Some Reasons For One To Purposely Sit At The Back Of The Auditorium Or Class 

First, the auditorium or class is full of people. This is a nice problem to have and in such a case 
someone will be forced to take the back seat. 

Second, one finds it absolutely necessary to leave one or more times during the lesson. Such can be 
the cause of medication or some other health reason. The bathrooms and water fountain need to be used 
during the break between classes and the worship service. 

Third, one may be caring for the needs of a young child. A little one may be teething, have an 
earache, etc. The parents want the child in the auditorium as much as possible, but they may need to 
take him in and out. Such is understandable! It is best for parents to have their babies with them instead 
of in the nursery. It is called training. 
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