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 Many people claim to believe in God, and that is all that it is - a hollow claim! To believe in God is 
to believe in His inspired Word. The Lord warns, "And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say" (Luke 6:46)? The Father speaks today through His beloved Son (Heb. 1:1-2), and the 
words of Christ will judge us in that day (John 12:48). The Word of God is an all-sufficient guide (2 Tim. 
3:16-17) and is described by the Psalmist as "a lamp unto [our] feet, and light unto [our] path " (Psa. 
119:105). 

One must never trifle with God's Word. The Father forbids a person to "add unto" or "take away" 
from the Word of truth "Deut. 4:2; Rev. 22:18-19). As "newborn babes" followers of Christ are to 
"long for the spiritual milk which is without guile " so that spiritual growth will occur (1 Pet. 2:2). Such is 
essential because the inspired Word of God is what will judge all people (John 12:48). 

A so-called Christian University should respect and abide by the Word of God, but ACU continues to 
show total disregard for God's precious truths. At ACU's 2004 lectureship the Alumni Association 
honored Max Lucado as outstanding man of 2003. Lucado is a false teacher to be marked and avoided 
(Rom. 16:17). Likewise, Mark Henderson, John Mark Hicks, Greg Taylor, Randy Harris, Mark Love, 
Leroy Garrett, Lynn Anderson are false teachers and should be so marked by every faithful child of 
God. The latter mentioned men and others spoke on this year's lectureship at ACU. 

False teaching advocated by the above group includes asking our brethren in denominations to 
forgive our sin of saying they are not saved, teaching that we do not have all truth and are on a 
spiritual journey just like our brethren in denominations, demanding open fellowship with all who say 
they believe in Jesus, and stressing the importance of baptism but denying that it is essential to salvation. 

What is amazing is that Dr. Jack Reese, Dean of the Graduate School of Theology at ACU, 
emphatically declares "there were no false teachers at the ACU lectureship." Dr. Reese contends that 2 
John 9-11 can be applied only to those who do not believe that Jesus came in the flesh. According to Dr. 
Reese all of the ACU speakers believe that Jesus came in the flesh, thus, they are not false teachers. He 
makes it clear that "2 John 9-11 is not applicable in relation to instrumental music or the role of women 
in the church or a host of other issues." 

Although 2 John 9-11 are not the only verses that condemn false teaching, it is easy to understand 
why Dr. Reese and other liberals demand that these verses be limited only to gnosticism and denying that 
Jesus Christ (deity) came in the flesh. If fellowship with God is determined by only whether or not one 
believes in the Sonship of Christ, then one who believes such can believe and teach numerous false 
doctrines and still be in fellowship with God and His people. It is obvious, however, that John is referring 
to the "teaching of Christ" instead of the teaching about Christ.  

Since Dr. Reese demands that the context of 2 John 9-11 be carefully considered, let me honor his 
request. Dr. Reese conveniently overlooks several verses in the "context" of this brief chapter. No Bible 
student denies that John specifically mentions the "deceivers [the antichrist]...even they that confess not that 
Jesus Christ cometh in the flesh (v. 7). Such false teaching was not to be tolerated then and it is not to be 
tolerated today! Dr. Reese, however, does a passover on verses four through six. Are these verses not a 
part of the context? I believe so! 

In verse six John declares that "this is love, that we should walk after his commandments. " In verse 
five, loving one another is one of those commandments in which we are to walk. In verse four, John 
rejoices that he found certain people "walking in truth, even as we received commandment from the 
Father. " Now a question for Dr. Reese - is John concerned only with those who deny that Jesus Christ 
(Deity) came in the flesh, or is he also concerned with loving one another as well as walking in all other 



truth that Christ revealed? The context demands that John's "teaching of Christ" (v. 9) include all truth! 
The Gnostics of John's day considered themselves intellectually above all others because of their 

superior knowledge. Brethren, I suggest that ACU is lodging at the same camp as the Gnostics! Dr. 
Reese, John also recorded for us to "believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). By using God's Word I 
find that you and ACU have elected to leave the truth and go onward - far beyond the authority of the 
Scriptures. You have welcomed (given greeting, 2 John 11) to denominational doctrine with open arms at 
ACU, and those of us who love the "whole counsel of God" (Acts 20:27) will not partake of your evil 
works. To apply the principle contained in Rom. 3:4, let God's Word be found true, but ACU a liar! 
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