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 Silence is not always golden. There are unique obligations and responsibilities that come with 
obeying the gospel. The secret, non-vocal Christian stands condemned by Jesus in His Sermon on the 
Mount. Christ charges those who will be His followers with these words: "Ye are the salt of the earth: but 
if the salt have lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast 
out and trodden underfoot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Neither 
do men light a lamp, and put it under the bushel, but on the stand; and it shineth unto all that are in the 
house. Even so let your light shine before men; that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 5:13-16). The purpose of light is to dispel darkness, and salt with 
savor affects and influences with its ability to preserve. The cause of Christ is hindered today by those 
who should be faithful soldiers, but are instead silent cowards. 

Can you imagine Christ coming upon the moneychangers in the temple and reasoning that their 
unscrupulous behavior was none of His business? One must remember to always "judge not lest he be 
judged" - right (Matt. 7:1)? Wrong! "Righteous judgment" (John 7:24) is demanded of those who 
follow the Lord. Do you get the impression that Christ came upon the money-changers in the temple 
and was sorely tempted to answer them not a word? No, the Bible says, "And he entered into the 
temple, and began to cast out them that sold, saying unto them, It is written, And my house shall be a 
house of prayer: but ye have made it a den of robbers "(Luke 19:45-46). 

Do you recall the devil's temptation of Christ in the wilderness? Satan first said to the Lord, "If thou 
art the Son of God, command that these stones become bread" (Matt. 4:3). Do the Scriptures say, "And 
He answered him not a word?" No, the Lord said, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt. 4:4). 

On the occasion of the second temptation Satan took Christ to the pinnacle of the temple and said, 
"If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge 
concerning thee: and, On their hands they shall bear thee up, lest haply thou dash thy foot against a 
stone" (Matt. 4:6). Did Christ just sit there knowing that this was a highly charged situation, and thus 
He answers not a word? No, the Lord quickly replied, "Again it is written, Thou shall not make trial 
of the Lord thy God" (Matt. 4:7). 

      The devil tempting Christ for the third time "taketh him unto an exceeding high mountain, and 
showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; and he said unto him, All these 
things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me" (Matt. 4:8-9). Do the Scriptures declare 
that because the Lord does not want to be perceived as a troublemaker that He answered not a word? 
No, Jesus boldly said, "Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shah worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shall thou serve" (Matt. 4:10). 

Christ teaches His followers to count the cost of discipleship. So many times today the only concern 
of church leaders is that they say or do nothing that will offend one. The words of the Master must be 
remembered, "So therefore whosoever he be of you that renounceth not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple " (Luke 14:33). 

The silence of brethren who should know better is killing many congregations. Max Lucado has said that 
the decision to remove "Church of Christ" from "Oak Hills" was not a difficult one. Lucado boasts that 
only three families left over the decision, and touts the fact that in their place over 1,100 have "joined 
the church." Surely out of what is now 4,600 people some were concerned and upset who answered not a 
word. 

Gospel preachers are to proclaim the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27) and "reprove, rebuke, 



exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching" (2 Tim. 4:2). Many are guilty of not being willing to rock 
the boat, and thus when it is past time to speak up for the cause of Christ they answer not a word. 

Elders are to be "apt to teach" (1 Tim. 3:2) God's Word, "exhort in the sound doctrine, and convict 
the gainsayers" (Titus 1:9). Liberalism would not have the death grip it has on many congregations 
today if elders would stand up and speak out in defense of God truths. Regrettably, however, when false 
teaching rears its ugly and destructive head, many who should be feeding and protecting the flock answer 
not a word. 

Older members who should know better many times complain about the liberalism in the 
congregation they are attending. Surely some want to gag at what surrounds them, but they answer not a 
word. Brethren, it is a pathetic epitaph for the Christian that reads, "And he answered not a word." 
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