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 Forty or fifty years ago members of denominations would ridicule members of the Lord's church 
when they said they knew the "truth" regarding religious matters. Such ridicule is expected from people 
who place their faith in the ever-changing creeds of men. What is surprising is the attitude that many 
today have toward bible truth who profess to be members of the church of Christ. Some of these people 
still attend where the name "church of Christ" is still at least on the building, and others have "joined" 
some community church. 

 My good friend, Richard Massey, had the following quote in his recent bulletin, Rising Star Courier, 
dated March 3, 2004: Some are now saying that we in the church of Christ should never say "we've got the 
truth" (Mark Henderson, Abilene Reporter News, 2/23/04, p. 4). To say you have the truth is an attitude of pride he 
says (Ibid). The person that said these things seems to think he has the truth on this subject. First, he tells us not 
to say we have the truth, then he turns around and presents (what he believes to be) the truth. This is 
contradictory. Any teaching that contradicts itself is false. If we cannot know the truth, then why does the church 
of Christ exist? We might as well close up shop and go home. 

Why would one who claims to be a Christian state that we should never say, "We've got the truth." 
Let us consider several reasons why such a statement is made. 

First, those who teach false doctrine realize that truth is narrow and restrictive. If Bible authority is 
needed in religious matters (and it is), then man-made ideals, innovations, and opinions must be rejected as 
they count for naught. If one argues that no one has the truth, then he frees up some wiggle room to peddle 
his interpretations, beliefs, and concepts. After all, you do not have a corner on truth, thus, you cannot 
condemn the beliefs you are being confronted with. John, writing by inspiration, said, "Beloved, believe not 
every spirit, but prove the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into 
the world" (1 John 4:1). If one does not have the truth, how will he prove whether or not some teaching is 
true or false? Mark this down - only false teachers will claim that you cannot know all the truth regarding 
religious matters! Those who teach the truth have absolutely nothing to hide, and they will gladly furnish 
one who demands evidence for their teaching with book, chapter, and verse references. 

Truth will not allow false doctrine to gain an entrance or foothold. The searchlight of God's truth 
exposes error for what it is - false teaching designed to lead soul's astray. Listen to Paul as he pleads, 
"Wherefore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is " (Eph. 5:17). Men can 
understand the will of the Lord! People can know the truth (John 8:32), and God's Word (not man's 
word) is always true (John 17:17). 

Second, one religion is as good as another religion if one does not have access to all truth. Go ahead and 
attend the church of your choice because no one really knows for sure which religious group is right. 
Such belief allows man to worship the way that he desires to worship. Whatever pleases me in this 
present moment is what I will do, and no one can be sure that I am wrong because no one has all the truth. 
The Bible says there is "one body" (Eph. 4:4). 

Third, one plan of salvation is as good as another because there may be truth that you do not possess. 
The Bible teaches that one must hear the Word of God (Rom. 10:17), believe the Word (Heb. 11:6; Mark 
16:16), repent of his sins (Luke 13:3), make the good confession (Rom. 10:9-10), and be immersed for the 
remission of his sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). If you do not have all of the truth regarding God's plan of 
salvation, however, you cannot teach the above plan as the absolute correct plan of salvation. 

Fourth, the command to "worship God in spirit and truth" (John 4:24) does not have to be taken 
seriously because no one really can say that he has access to all truth. False teachers do not take kindly 
to condemnation, and if you are missing some truth then how can you dogmatically declare that they are 



wrong? 
God's Word says, "Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God may be complete, furnished 
completely unto every good work" (2 Tim. 3:16-17, emph. MLW). God's Word again states that God in 
"his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness... " (2 Pet. 1:3, 
emph. MLW). God's Word admonishes us to be like the noble Bereans who "received the word with all 
readiness of the mind, examining the Scriptures daily, whether these things were so " (Acts 17:11). 

Those who try and convince you that you should never say you have the truth are those that the Bible 
warns about as being "ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. 3:7). 
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