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 The much awaited movie produced by Mel Gibson called "The Passion" has been released. Quite a
controversy now rages among those that call themselves religious scholars. The liberal media has only one
requirement of a religious scholar - be as skeptical and ignorant of the Bible as possible!

One so-called New Testament scholar said, "It's just bad theology to say that God would have His Son
die for our transgressions." Another who fancies himself as a religious major says, "That's a vengeful God
and not a God I want to worship." But listen to a Jew who was "circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee" (Phil. 3:5) - the
apostle Paul! Speaking by inspiration he said, "For the word of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us who are saved it is the power of God" (1 Cor. 1:18). And then these words from the lips of the
apostle Paul, "Seeing that  Jews ask for  signs,  and Greeks seek after  wisdom: but  we preach Christ
crucified, unto Jews a stumbling-block, and unto Gentiles foolishness; but unto them that are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God" (1 Cor. 1:22-24). Finally Paul stated,
"For ye, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judaea in Christ Jesus: for ye
also suffered the same things of your own countrymen, even as they did of the Jews; who both killed the
Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove out us, and pleased not God, and are contrary to all  men" (1
Thess. 2:14-15). Was Paul anti-Semitic?

Many modern Jews are outraged because the movie places the blame for Jesus' death on the Jew's
of Christ's day. The cry is discrimination from many modern day Jews and liberal theologians. What
does the Bible, God's Word, have to say regarding this matter? Does anyone care?

The Roman soldiers carried out the crucifixion of Christ because the Jews said to Pilate, "It is not
lawful for us to put any man to death" (John 18:31). Pilate asked the Jews what accusation they were
bringing against the Christ. The Jews answered, "If this man were not an evildoer, we should not have
delivered him up unto thee" (John 18:30).
Speaking of the Christ, the apostle John said, "He came unto his own [Jews], and they that were his own
received him not" (John 1:11, emph. MLW). Listen again to the Scriptures, "Pilate therefore saith unto him,
Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest thou not that I have power to release thee, and have power to crucify
thee? Jesus answered him, Thou wouldest have no power against me, except it were given thee from
above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath greater sin. Upon this Pilate sought to release him:
but the Jews  cried out, saying, If thou release this man, thou art not Caesar's friend: every one that
maketh himself a king speaketh  against Caesar. When Pilate therefore heard these words, he  brought
Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment-seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.
Now it was the Preparation of the passover: it was about the sixth hour. And he saith unto the Jews,
Behold, your King! They therefore cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him! Pilate saith
unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The  chief priests answered, We have no king but  Caesar"
(John 19:10-15, emph. MLW).

Christ declared, "But this cometh to pass, that the word may be fulfilled that is written in their law,
They [Jews]  hated me without a cause" (John 15:25, cf. Psa. 69:4, emph. MLW). The hatred is clearly
manifested when "The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he
made himself the Son of God" (John 19:7, emph. MLW).

The apostle Peter, a Jew, privileged to preach to fellow Jews on Pentecost, said, "Let all the house of
Israel  therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him both Lord and  Christ,  this Jesus whom ye
crucified" (Acts 2:36, emph. MLW). Was Peter anti-Semitic?



But listen to the Jewish leaders of Christ's day as they exclaim, "Pilate saith unto them [Jews], What
then shall I do unto Jesus who is called Christ? They all say, Let him be crucified. And he said, Why, what
evil hath he done? But they cried out exceedingly, saying, Let him be be crucified. So when Pilate saw
that he prevailed nothing, but rather that a tumult was arising, he took water, and washed his hands
before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this righteous man; see ye to it. And all the
people answered and said, His blood be on us, and on our children" (Man. 27:22-25, emph. MLW).

God gave His Son (John 3:16), and Christ willingly gave His life for the sins of all mankind (Heb.
9:25-28). But Jewish leaders of Jesus' day rejected the Messiah (just as Jews do today) and looked for a
temporal kingdom even though the Lord taught otherwise (John 18:36). Instead of being anti-Semitic,
such is simply plain Bible truth!
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