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 If elders, preachers, and all who consider themselves to be Christians so desired they could learn 
from faithful Old Testament prophets. Ezekiel is such a prophet, and God on one occasion said to him: 

Son of man, say unto her, Thou art a land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 
There is a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey: they have 
devoured souls; they take treasure and precious things; they have made her widows many in the midst 
thereof. Her priests have done violence to my law, and have profaned my holy things: they have made 
no distinction between the holy and the common, neither have they caused men to discern between the 
unclean and the clean, and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. Her 
princes in the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, that they 
may get dishonest gain. And her prophets have daubed for them with untempered mortar, seeing false 
visions, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah, when Jehovah hath not spoken. 
The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised robbery; yea, they have vexed the poor and 
needy, and have oppressed the sojourner wrongfully (Ezek. 22:24-29). 

Notice what God said was happening among His people. First, they were a land not cleansed. 
Second, they devoured souls. Third, the priests did violence to the law of God. Fourth, the priests 
profaned holy things and made no distinction between the holy and common. Fifth, people were not 
made to discern between the clean and the unclean. Sixth, the princes in their midst were like wolves 
ravening their prey. Seventh, the prophets were seeing false visions and telling lies to the people. 

As we contemplate history repeating itself, let us take note of what is occurring far too often today 
in congregations calling themselves churches of Christ. 

First, many congregations willingly tolerate and fellowship fellow members who are not clean from 
sin. What is referred to are those who live in open sin and refuse to repent. The sin of adultery is a case in 
point. So many today are living in adulterous marriages while elders, preachers, and other members extend 
the right hand of fellowship. Such a situation should never be tolerated among God's people! 
Second, souls are devoured today by those who teach what the Bible does not teach and refuse to 
teach what the Bible teaches. The majority of those who call themselves elders today have abandoned their 
charge to "feed the church" (Acts 20:28). What is allowed to take place in many congregations today is 
an absolute disgrace. Denominations programs and gimmicks are in great demand, and serious Bible 
study is in short supply. Souls are being devoured while those who are supposed to be shepherds cater to 
what the flock de sires. 

Third, so-called preachers are allowed to do untold violence to the Word of God. Why, brethren, 
why? Never have so many uncertain sounds been allowed to spew forth from those who should be setting 
forth the Word of life! Do people not study the Bible for themselves anymore? Why are so many so 
content to allow false teaching go unchallenged? Is it lack of backbone or do they just not care? 

Why give the time of day to one who says that he feels that God has laid it on his heart to tell you 
something? God has told us what He would have us to know in His inspired Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 
Where does the Bible teach that when one comes forward confessing sin and seeking restoration that a 
crowd of friends are to accompany him? Where does the Bible teach that one should come forward and con-
fess his joys, successes, etc.? 

Fourth, that which is sacred and holy is being profaned today and no distinction is made between the 
holy and the common. God is to be worshipped in spirit and in truth (John 4:24) and not according to 
the feelings of man. Man-made innovations are common and a dime a dozen. Where is the respect for a 
"thus saith the Lord?" 



Fifth, brethren are not being challenged with what is right and what is wrong. The all-grace, all-
love concept many have adopted does not justify wrongdoing. 

Sixth, why are false teachers (ravening wolves) allowed to teach or preach to God's people? God's 
truth is always undermined when a false teacher is allowed to unleash his false teaching. Never invite 
wolves to the sheep pen! 

Seventh, false visions, and lies abound today. This is what occurs when people fail to demand 
chapter and verse preaching. Drama tickles feelings; the Bible builds faith! 

God sought for a man to stand the gap so the people might not be destroyed but there was none 
(Ezek. 22:30). 

Are you willing to rise and stand on God's truths? 
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