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 The apostle Paul stated that "the god of this -world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn upon them" (2 Cor. 
4:5). So many in this world profess to believe in God, but their actions belie their profession. How can 
people claim to be obedient to the Lord and then pick and choose only those commands they desire to 
obey? It is because they have allowed themselves to be blinded to the truth. 

Most denominations teach that baptism (immersion) is not necessary for salvation. There are even 
those who claim to be members of the Lord's church who espouse that baptism is not essential for 
salvation. What is the truth regarding this matter? The Bible declares the Word of God to be true (John 
17:17). In fact, the apostle Paul admonished, "...let God be found true, but every man a liar... " Rom. 
3:4). Unless one has been blinded to the truth, he will always accept God's Word over man's word. 

Billy Graham, champion of Baptist doctrine for years, calls on people to repent to be saved, but 
denies they must be baptized to be saved. Is Billy Graham correct or is God correct? They both cannot 
be correct because they differ with one another on the question of what one must do to be saved. 

The apostle Peter rightly accuses the Jews of crucifying the Christ (Acts 2:36). Divine inspiration 
then records, "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and the 
rest of the apostles, Brethren, what. shall we do? And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:37-38, emph. MLW). 

Billy Graham and those of his persuasion are right when they say people must repent of their sins 
but they are wrong when they say baptism is not necessary for forgiveness of sins. The conjunction 
"and" clearly shows that remission of sins is reserved for those who repent and are baptized. One 
cannot be baptized without repentance or repent without being baptized and expect to be saved. God has 
spoken regarding the matter, and His Word takes precedence over the word of any man. 

Those not blinded to the truth of God's Word will desire to submit to what the Scriptures teach 
regarding salvation. Please note the following Scriptures and examples that prove baptism is essential for 
salvation. 

First, the apostle Peter states that baptism saves a person (1 Pet. 3:21). How can what Peter declares 
be true if baptism is not necessary for salvation? 

Second, baptism is the act that puts one into Christ Jesus. Paul says, "For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ did put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). If baptism puts one into Christ as God's Word teaches, 
how can one be saved without being 'baptized (outside of Christ)? 
Third, baptism is a burial (not a sprinkling) and those who are baptized should then walk in newness of 
life (Rom. 6:4). False teachers declare that men are saved and have newness of life before they are 
baptized, but the Word of God truthfully teaches that newness of life follows one's baptism. Those not 
blinded to the truth will accept the Word of God instead of the word of men. 

Fourth, the great commission states, "And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to the whole creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth 
shall be condemned" (Mark 16:15-16, emph. MLW). To repent of one's sins is to believe and obey the 
Lord's command, and to be baptized is to believe and obey the Lord's command! In the latter part of 
verse 16 it is not necessary to say "he that disbelieveth [and is not baptized] shall be condemned" because 
one who does not believe will not obey the Lord's commands. Thus, one who refuses to be baptized to be 
saved does so because he does not believe baptism is necessary for salvation. It is simply a lack of faith - 
a failure to believe the Word of God. 



Fifth, some 3,000 on Pentecost repented and were baptized in order to be saved (Acts 2:37-41). 
Sixth, those in Samaria who believed the preaching of Philip were baptized (Acts 8:12). 
Seventh, the eunuch believed the teaching of Philip, made the good confession, was baptized, and 

then went on his way rejoicing (Acts 8:36-39). 
Eighth, Cornelius believed and was baptized for the remission of sins (Acts 10:43-48). 
Ninth, the Philippian jailor believed and was baptized; Lydia was also baptized (Acts 16:31-33; 15). 

One is simply blinded to God's truth who allows himself to believe the false doctrine that the act of baptism 
has nothing to do with his salvation. It does one absolutely no good to claim to believe God but refuse to obey 
Him! —— Original Message ----- From: THE GOSPEL JOURNAL 
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