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 Many never give a moment's thought to choosing the philosophical theory of "subjectivism" over 
the "objective" teaching of God's Word. People continue to make religious decision based solely upon 
their feelings. Far too many subscribe to the theory that if it "feels right" it must be right! Folks have 
been led to believe in the fatal doctrine that all knowledge is subjective and relative. People who believe 
in a "thus saith the Lord" and emphasize the Word of God are ridiculed. Those who believe in "heart-
felt" religion are praised and exalted. 

This attitude manifested itself during the time of the Judges. "In those days there was no king in 
Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes " (Judges 21:25). If a person felt that he was 
doing right, he considered himself to be right. Surely one who is thinking rationally and reasonably can 
see the folly of such a conclusion. The Bible reveals a vital principle in stating, "God is a Spirit: and they 
that worship him must worship in spirit and truth " (John 4:24). The Holy Scriptures must guide a 
person's attitude as well as his action. It is not enough for one to just "feel" that he is right! 

The havoc that "subjectivism" has wrought in the religious realm will indeed boggle one's mind. 
Let us observe some areas that prove "subjectivism" is alive and well today: 
•    "Attend the church of your choice. I feel that one church is as good as another and that there are 

Christians in all churches."' 
Answer: Christ promised to build only one church (Matt. 16:18; cf. Eph. 4:4) and He has promised to 
save only His body (Eph. 5:23). The church is His body of which He is head (Eph. 1:22-23). This 
means that man-made denominations with man-made names cannot be the church of my Lord! The 
Savior speaks of the blind leading the blind and then warns, "Every plant which my heavenly Father 
planted not, shall be rooted up " (Matt. 15:13). 

•    "Give me Christ and not the church. I feel one is saved by God's grace and not some church." Answer: 
Christ and His church are inseparable. Salvation in located "in Christ" (2 Tim. 2:10). People are 
saved because of God's grace (Eph. 2:8-9), but His grace is extended only to those who are obedient 
to His will (Heb. 5:8-9). It is mere mockery to claim to love the Christ while detesting or 
renouncing the church that He died for. 

•    "I would not trade this feeling for a stack of Bibles. It does not matter to God how much you 
know as long as you love Him." 
Answer: One can "feel" that he is right, but be wrong (cf. Jer. 10:23; Prov. 14:12). God's Word is to be 
our guide (Psa. 119:105). Jesus said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments" (John 14:15). It is 
impossible to love God and yet refuse to be guided by His truths. The words of Jesus again declare, 
"Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21). Hosea knew that his people were "de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge" (4:6). The Scriptures, not one's feelings, will make him "wise unto 
salvation" (2 Tim. 3:15). 
• "I feel that worship has to be spontaneous and exciting. Unless I am emotionally challenged, 
worship is boring." 
Answer: Worship is not meant to be an "entertainment experience." Emotions run "high" and "low," 
and they come and they go. All would do well to imitate the Bereans who searched the Scriptures for 
truth - not their emotions (Acts 17:11). 
• "I just know God loves me, and I don't feel that He will condemn anyone to an eternal hell." Answer: 
God does indeed love man, and He sent His Son to die on Calvary's cross so that man might have 
the opportunity to be redeemed (Eph. 1:7). The loving Father "would have all men to be saved, and 



come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). But truth is what God's Word says and not what 
man feels! Christ states that the majority are traveling the broad road to destruction (Matt. 7:13-14). 
He will say to these people, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels" (Matt. 25:41). People should fear the one who can "destroy both soul and body 
in hell" (Matt. 10:28). 
Naaman thought (felt) that his leprosy could be cured "his way" instead of "God's way" (2 kings 5:9-

14).  
He was wrong, and so are all people today who are content to be guided by their feelings. 
Christ warns, "And if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit" (Matt. 15:14). In the pit, 

one's feelings will be no source of comfort! Beware of subjectivism and cleave to the everlasting Word of 
God (1 Pet. 1:24-25). 
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