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 Let us resolve to acknowledge and repent of our sins. 
A sin not repented of will result in spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Sin is the great separator between man 
and God (Isa. 59:1-2). Many people have convinced themselves that God will either overlook sin or 
that sin will unconditionally be covered by His grace. Any sin one repents of will be forgiven (1 John 
1:9). There is, however, "a sin unto death" (1 John 5:16) and even prayer will be futile in this case. 
No, this is not the unpardonable sin of Matthew 12. The "sin unto death " is simply a situation where a 
brother or sister in Christ refuses to confess and repent of a sin. We can surely pray for one to come to his 
senses and repent, but it is futile to pray for the Lord to forgive one who refuses to acknowledge his 
sin and repent. Man cannot extend forgiveness where God does not extend forgiveness, and God will 
not forgive one who refuses to repent. May we see the necessity of repenting of our sins while we have the 
time to do so (Luke 13:3). 

May people also see the truth that repentance precedes baptism. One has not obeyed the gospel who 
submits to water baptism while refusing to repent of sins he is committing. The act of baptism has never 
(nor will it ever) make an ungodly act godly or a wrong thing right! Baptism only washes away those 
sins the person gives up and turns from. Thus, one who enters into an adulterous marriage and remains in 
such marriage (used in an accommodative sense) will still be guilty of the sin of adultery even though he 
may submit to the act of baptism. Yes, one can live in fornication or adultery (Col. 3:5-7), and those 
who choose to do so wil l  not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:10; Gal. 5:21). 

Neither is the act of adultery simply breaking the marriage covenant. Any reputable Greek lexicon 
such as Thayers will define moichao (committed! adultery) as "unlawful intercourse with another's wife." 
Some today seek to redefine the word "adultery" to mean "the breaking of the marriage covenant" in an 
attempt to sanction adulterous marriages. There realize the force of present tense language and must 
therefore seek to make keeping on committing adultery refer to the breaking of the marriage vow. 
According to this erroneous teaching if one repents of breaking his marriage covenant, he can with God's 
approval "marry" and live with another man's wife. Such is false and foolish, but one can see why such 
false teachers cannot allow adultery to stand as a sexual act. 
Let us resolve to turn from worldliness and the wide road that leads to eternal destruction. It is so 
easy for one to be influenced by the world. Peer pressure is the cause of many being pressed into the 
world's mold (cf. Rom. 12:1-2). John reminds all who will hear, "Love not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John 2:15). A 
Christian does not have to dress like worldly people, talk like worldly people, or act like worldly people. 
In fact, a faithful child of God must be different from the world. Those who choose to travel the broad 
road and easy way are going to lose their souls (Matt. 7:13-14). 

As Paul admonished, "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on  these things" (Phil. 4:8). 

Let us resolve to love God with all our being. It was the Master who said, "Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:37). Our love 
for God must be first and foremost. If we love anything else more than God then we do not love Him as 
He has commanded us to love Him. A proper love for God will prevent social activities and school 
functions from interfering with spiritual matters. Neither will one who loves God opt to skip Bible 
class and attend only the worship service. 

Loving God with all our being means that we will seek first the Lord's kingdom. The Master again 



said, "But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 
you" (Matt. 6:33). It requires time to accomplish anything in this life, and it takes time to faithfully serve 
and worship God. Since one cannot fit everything in his daily schedule, he must prioritize and sacrifice. 
Since our citizenship that matters is in heaven (Phil. 3:20), let us make sure that we do not sacrifice the 
spiritual to accommodate the earthly. 

May we be resolved to walk with the Savior as we journey through this life. We are blessed with another 
day, another month, and another year. Let us do as Paul encouraged: "If then ye were raised together 
with Christ, seek those things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set your 
mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth" (Col. 3:1-2). 

Some resolutions are essential to go to Heaven! 
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