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 Some were not so fortunate to see the dawning of another year. Those who are reading these words, 
however, are blessed with more time to dwell upon this earth. The Bible makes it abundantly clear that 
the future cannot be taken for granted. James addressed the matter in saying, "Come now, ye that say, To-
day or to-morrow we will go into this city, and spend a year there, and trade, and get gain: whereas ye 
know not what shall be on the morrow. What is your life? For ye are a vapor, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall both live, and 
do this or that" (James 4:13-15). God has all the time that there is, but man's time is limited. The 
Psalmist says, "The days of our years are threescore years and ten, or even by reason of strength 
fourscore years; yet is their pride but labor and sorrow; for it is soon gone, and we fly away ...So teach 
us to number our days, that we may get us a heart of wisdom" (Psa. 90:10, 12). The apostle Paul ad-
monished brethren to redeem the time as they lived in this world (Eph. 5:16; Col. 4:5). John 
Kachelman, Jr. describes "redeeming the time" like this: 

The image presented by Paul ... is that of a shopper who comes upon a bargain. The bargain is 
immediately seized or it will be lost. Literally Paul commands us to 'buy up opportunity.' Every 
moment of life is a unique and precious gift that must be jealously guarded. We all have the same 24 
hours in a day, yet some are able to accomplish far more than others. Why? Simply because they are wiser 
in using their time [Studies in Colossians, Quality Publications, p. 134]. 

May we as members of the body of Christ be especially grateful that we have been given the 
beginning of another year to use wisely in the Master's vineyard. May we resolve to be faithful to His 
cause and wise in the use of the "stuff that life is made of ! 

Let us use this year to be grateful for the spiritual blessings that are uniquely ours. The song 
that we sing reminds us to count our many blessings and see what the Lord has done. God has seen fit to 
bestow upon us "every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ" (Eph. 1:3). There is none richer 
living in this world than the faithful child of God. A Christian has access to the Father through the 
privilege of prayer. A child of God is never alone as he journeys through this world. The brethren at 
Philippi were reminded, "In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 4:6-7). Peter reminds us 
to cast all our "anxiety upon him, because he careth for you" (1 Pet. 5:7). 

It is a joy and privilege to have brothers and sisters of like precious faith. The fellowship and 
encouragement of Christians is wonderful indeed. A Christian is never alone as he travels through this 
world. 
Let us use this year to lay up treasures in heaven. Spiritual matters are more important than earthly 
matters. Most people, however, are more concerned about things in this world than things above. Thus, 
the Lord pleads, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and rust consume, and 
-where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust doth consume, and where thieves a^ not break through nor steal: for where thy treasure is, 
there will thy heart be also " (Matt. 6:19-21). 

Let us use this year to be a faithful servant in the Lord's kingdom. Each member of the body has 
the obligation to do what he can do for the cause of Christ. No one can serve the Lord for you. May 
each member of the body resolve to use his talents for the good of the congregation and the glory of God. 

Let us use this year to try and teach someone the gospel plan of salvation. Most people in this 
world do not have a clue as to what the Bible teaches regarding what man must do to be saved. Only the 



gospel in its purity "is the power of God unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16). May we be concerned enough 
about lost souls to try and teach them God's glorious truths. 

Let us use this year to grow in knowledge of God's Word (2 Pet. 3:18). One cannot teach what 
he does not know. One cannot do what he does not know to do. Ignorance, however, is no excuse. The 
Bible is our guide in spiritual matters and one must study the Scriptures to "present [himself] approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). 

So many today zealously defend false doctrine. We must prepare ourselves to defend the truth. Let 
us do as Peter says and be "ready always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning 
the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear" (1 Pet. 3:15). 
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