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 There are scores of people both young and old who have never obeyed the gospel plan of salvation? Of 
those who have obeyed the gospel, there are far too many who are no longer worshipping or serving God 
faithfully. The Bible addresses the matter of our service to God in saying, "Know ye not, that to whom ye 
present yourselves as servants unto obedience, his servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness" (Rom. 6:16)? One will note that only two choices are given. A 
person can choose to serve the devil and all that is worldly or the true and living God and all that is 
righteous. 

As you contemplate your short sojourn through this world, what are some things that can stand in 
your way of faithfully serving Jehovah God? 

Pride would have to rank close to the top of the list of things that interfere with faithfulness. Most 
people do not like to admit that they are wrong. It is difficult for one to say "I have sinned," and far easier 
to blame the sinful situation on someone else. Every person needs to learn the soul-saving lesson taught in 
the story of the prodigal son. After spending his substance he had demanded in riotous living (Luke 15:12-
13), the prodigal determined that he would return to his father and say, "I have sinned against heaven, and 
in thy sight: I am no more worthy to be called your son: make me as one of thy hired servants" (Luke 
15:18-19). Pride did not stand in the way of the prodigal confessing his sin and repenting. 

The wise man warned, "Pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall" (Prov. 
16:18). Pride will keep you from doing the right thing and hinder you from repenting of doing the wrong 
thing. Pride is a spiritual killer! What a difference it would make in our world if people would only swallow 
their pride and do what they know to be right! 

Is pride keeping you from obeying the precious gospel? Is your pride standing between you repenting 
of your sins and returning to the Heavenly Father? Is pride in control of your life? Will you refuse to make 
wrong matters right because of pride? Are you too proud to confess your sin and ask for forgiveness (1 John 
1:9)? 

Don't let your pride keep you out of Heaven! Remember that God can use the humble but not the 
proud. The Bible admonishes, "And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be humbled; and whosoever shall 
humble himself shall be exalted" (Matt. 23:12). 

Self keeps many folks from doing what they know to be the right thing to do. One cannot think 
more of himself than he does of God and go to Heaven. The Creator is always greater than the 
created. Genesis 1:27 proclaims, "And God created man in his own image, in the image of God created 
he him; male and female created he them. " It is God that created man and not man that created God. 
Human beings are not God, but often people are determined to refuse God's way and have their own way. 
In Isaiah's day the people demanded, "Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits" (30:10). The people's adamant answer to Jeremiah was: "As for the word that thou 
hast spoken unto us in the name of Jehovah, we will not hearken unto thee " (44:16). 

The apostle Paul has the correct answer to the problem of self. Paul states, "I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no longer I that live, but Christ living in me: and that life which I now live in the flesh I 
live in faith, the faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself up for me" (Gal. 2:20). 
Many today are not willing to die to self in order to live for Christ. The Lord's church has been turned into 
a three-ring circus in many communities because professing Christians refuse to govern or die to self. They 
want entertainment. They want excitement. They want the glory. They want to be pleased. They want to 



live like they want to live and then demand that they be told they are going to Heaven. Hell will be filled 
with those who refuse to conquer self. 

Friends will stand in the way of some faithfully serving God. Is it not amazing that many will seek the 
advice of their friends while ignoring the advice of the Bible? Many do not want to say "No" and hurt 
their friends so they say "Yes" and think nothing of hurting the Lord. 

There is another problem - is one your friend that encourages you to travel the broad road that leads 
to eternal destruction (Matt. 7:13-14)? A true friend will not want you to lose your soul. Would you rather 
be known as being a friend of God as was Abraham (James 2:23), or as a friend of the world? 

Jesus says, "Ye are my friends, if ye do the things which I command you" (John 15:14). For the sake of 
your soul will you not remove from your life whatever it is that stands between you and your faithful service 
to God? 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


