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 The word "watch" is defined by the American Heritage Dictionary as follows: "To look or 
observe attentively or carefully, to stay awake at night while serving as a guard, sentinel, or watcher, 
[and] to stay alert as a devotional or religious exercise; keep vigil." God's watchmen, whether the 
prophets of old or elders of today, are responsible for sounding forth an alarm in regard to the enemy and 
for guarding against the backsliding of the people. Our concern is with the Lord's church today and those 
who are serving as her overseers. 

What will become of the Lord's people if the congregation's elders are blind? Isaiah charges the 
"watchmen " of his day with blindness (Isa. 56:10), and such a charge is appropriate against elders 
throughout the brotherhood today. So many today want to proclaim only God's grace while never 
warning of compromise, transgression, and blatant disrespect for God's authority. The grace of God will 
never cover those who defiantly rebel against the Lord's commandments. 

God sounded forth a warning to Ezekiel that should send a chill down the spine of every man serving 
as an elder in the Lord's church. Jehovah told His faithful prophet: 

Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the 
word at my mouth, and give them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou 
shall surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from 
his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his 
blood will I require at thy hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered 
thy soul (Ezek. 3:17-19). 

The writer to the Hebrews notes, "Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit to them: for they 
watch in behalf of your souls, as they that shall give account; that they may do this with joy, and not with 
grief: for this were unprofitable for you" (13:17). Elders will be held accountable by the Lord for not 
warning the congregation of false doctrine, false teachers, and false hope! Spiritual blindness is fatal, and 
"if the blind guide the blind, both shall fall into a pit" (Matt. 15:14). 

What will become of the Lord's people if the congregation's elders are ignorant of God's Word? 
Isaiah called the "watchmen " of his day "dumb dogs " and charged them as being "without knowledge" 
(Isa. 56:10). So many elders today are quick to discern what people think and want, but they do not 
have a clue as to what the Bible teaches about salvation and faithfulness. The problem during Hosea's 
day is the problem of today - people are being "destroyed for lack of knowledge" (Hosea 4:6). How 
many people truly want to know the mind of God? The Holy Scriptures exist so that truth regarding 
God's will may be attained (John 17:17; 8:32). The wise man's advice was to "Buy the truth, and sell it 
not" (Prov. 23:23). Far too many elders today have sold the precious truth so they can buy 
entertainment, excitement, and everything else that placates the wishes of worldly-minded members. 

What will become of the Lord's people if the congregation's elders are cowards? Isaiah accused 
the "watchmen " of his day of being "dumb dogs [who] cannot bark. (Isa. 56:10). It is a matter of fact 
today that the majority of those serving as elders in the Lord's church today will not bark!  They prefer 
the comforts of the world, the praise of the people, and their own "dreams" to the reality of God's Word. 
It is the old spiritual disease of loving "the glory that is of men more than the glory that is of God" (John 
12:43). Cowardly elders have no godly convictions and thus quickly forsake truth for the schemes of men. 

What will become of the Lord's people if the congregation's elders are at ease in Zion (cf. Amos 
6:1)? Isaiah declared that the "watchmen " of his day were "dreaming, lying down, [and] loving to 



slumber" (Isa. 56:10). Many elders today do not care that Bible study is soft peddled or neglected in the 
congregation they pretend to oversee. Diligent study of the Bible (2 Tim. 2:15) is not likely to pack the 
pews so every other program is allowed to flourish while study of the Scriptures is engaged in less and 
less. 

The message that many so-called preachers are allowed to proclaim from the pulpit in many 
congregations today does indeed come from the visions and dreams of men and not from the Holy 
Scriptures. Godly elders will quickly put an end to such nonsense, but ungodly elders who are at ease in 
Zion will allow such foolishness to flourish and the Lord's church to be swept into apostasy. Souls 
are being lost that could be saved with the proper warning of prepared and dedicated watchmen! 

Let us pray for watchmen (elders) who love the truth and boldly warn of false teachers and false 
doctrine. 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


