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 Some who have received their education from sources not to be confused with the Word of God 
are now boldly advocating reaching the lost with error. The October issue of The Christian Chronicle 

(not known for taking a Biblical stance) notes that Max Lucado and the Oak Hills church have decided to 
add an instrumental service and then adds: 

Other churches known to have added instrumental services - besides 3,800-member Oak Hills - includes 
Northwest, Seattle, the largest in that region; Amarillo South, Texas; Farmer's Branch, Texas; and Southlake 
Boulevard in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

The director of church growth studies at Harding University, Flavil Yeakley, says, "Is this a trend? I 
would think of it as five isolated tragedies." John Ellas, director of the center for church growth in 
Houston "sees a small trend related to music tied to a larger reality." Ellas also says, "A much larger trend 
is the willingness to reevaluate previous theological positions, and a growing number of members are 
coming to very different conclusions about numerous church practices." 

One would have to have his head buried in the sand to not see that for several decades liberalism has 
infiltrated congregation after congregation of the Lord's people. Thus, no longer content to respect 
the authority of God's Word, many brethren are now working feverishly to lead all who will follow them 
into apostasy. 

Rubel Shelly, ultra liberal preacher for the 2,200 member Woodmont Hills congregation in Nashville, 
says: 

I am deeply committed to a cappella music. I do my best to make a strong, reasonable, biblical case for it. I 
would oppose anyone's effort to introduce it into our congregational worship at Woodmont Hills. In my 
view, it would be divisive and therefore wrong for anyone to attempt to do so. I'm not about to 
champion instrumental music for the Church of Christ. I do plead, however, for a more creative, 
passionate, and worshipful use of vocal music. Human voices compelled by hearts zealous for Christ 
are capable of producing powerful, God-honoring, and participant-inspiring praise. I am an unabashed 
defender of our a cappella legacy. But when someone wants me to go further and to condemn to hell 
someone who doesn't agree with my view, or to criticize congregations that choose to use instruments 
because they believe it will assist their outreach in a community different from mine, I have no interest in 
pursuing the discussion. Instrumental music and the atonement are not of the same status or 
consequence to the human soul and its eternal welfare. 

On the one hand, Rubel boldly proclaims he will not be the one to "champion instrumental music for 
the Church of Christ," but on the other hand he will not "condemn to hell someone who doesn't agree 
with [his] view." The "I'm okay, you're okay" approach is mighty soothing! It is, however, the Bible view 
that matters. Instrumental music is not in the same optional category as eating meats (Rom. 14:1-3, 
15). Yes, Rubel, adding the instrument to God-authorized singing will be of eternal consequence to the 
human soul (Rev. 22:18-19)! The liberal's only concern is "outreach" - filling the building with people who 
are willing to fork over a dollar! 

The preacher at Southlake Boulevard, Keith Luttrell, defends adding the instrument by saying, 
"Relevance is driving it. Relevance to our community. Reaching out to seekers." It is stated that over 
850 attend each week aim more than 600 attend the service that uses the instrument. One thing is 
amazingly clear - this group of people prefer relevance over Scripture as the driving force! 

Chris Seidman, preacher at the Farmer's Branch congregation says that since they have added "a 
Saturday night instrumental service in addition to two Sunday morning a cappella services, they have 
grown from 1,000 to 1,400." He says of the new folks they now have coming, "People with religious 



backgrounds, but who haven't gone for some time. They were worn out with the same old thing." One 
thing the liberal doesn't mind doing is giving folks something shiny and new and totally foreign to the 
Bible. 

Amarillo South began using the instrument in 2002 and went from 900 to 700 in attendance. 
However, minister Brad Small says that now they have "grown to 1,200 and the congregation 
considers itself a non-denominational community church." Enough said! 

The author of the article, Lindy Adams, notes, "The churches who have added instrumental services 
cite a common motivation - evangelism and outreach. All report increases in attendance since the 
switch." 

Now to the heart of the matter! God will not accept unscriptural worship - worship must be in spirit 
and truth (John 4:24). There is Bible authority for singing (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16), but no Bible authority for 
the instrument so it is not according to truth (John 17:17). 

It does not matter how many people you pack into a building - you cannot reach the lost and save 
souls with error! 

 

 

 

         
 

  

 


