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 There is much misunderstanding among religions with regard to God's "elect" or "chosen" people. 
The word simply means those specially picked or gathered out of a group. Israel was God's chosen nation 
under the Law of Moses, but in the Christian dispensation, Christians are the Israel of God. 

Let me be bold to state that God does not arbitrarily select certain folks to go to Heaven or Hell. Man 
is a free moral agent with the ability to choose whether to travel the narrow path that leads to eternal life 
or the wide road that leads to eternal damnation (cf. Matt. 7:13-14). God "would have all men be 
saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). It has never been the Father's will "that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance " (2 Pet. 3:9). 

There are many Bible verses that emphasize the "elect" of God. Jesus taught, "For there shall arise 
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders; so as to lead astray, if possible, 
even the elect" (Matt. 24:24). Paul comforted the Roman brethren by asking, "Who shall lay anything 
to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifleth" (Rom. 8:33). To the brethren at Colossae Paul 
wrote, "Put on therefore, as God's elect, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, 
meekness, longsuffering" (Col. 3:12). The apostle Peter said of Christians, "But ye are a elect race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of 
him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light" (1 Peter 2:9). 

We do not deny that the truth that there are those who are God's elect. We are appalled, however, at 
the tremendous amount of Calvinistic error believed regarding how one becomes the Father's elect. 

Let us remember that the grand plan of redemption was in place before the world had its beginning. 
The apostle Paul says to the Ephesians, "even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy and without blemish before him in love: having foreordained us unto adoption 
as sons through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good pleasure of his will" (Eph. 1:4-5). One 
must make sure that he understands who it is that God has chosen! It is those who are willing to be 
obedient to the will of God. This is the great truth taught in Hebrews 5:8-9: "though he was a Son, yet 
learned obedience by the things which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all 
them that obey him the author of eternal salvation" (Heb. 5:8-9). 

Our election is not unconditional! No man can save himself without God, but man must do 
something to receive the salvation God's grace makes available. To those on Pentecost Peter instructed, " 
...Save yourselves from this crooked generation" (Acts 2:40). When those on Pentecost specifically asked 
what to do to be saved Peter replied, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). Christ 
clearly depicted two conditions of salvation when he said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 16:16). Philip taught the Ethiopian eunuch God's 
Word. When "they went on the way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold here 
is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized" (Acts 8:36)? The eunuch understood that there was 
something he had to do before he could be saved. Saul of Tarsus understood that sincere prayer and 
fasting would not save him (Acts 9). Ananias came to Saul and said, "And now why tarriest thou? 
arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name" (Acts 22:16). Why do so many 
prefer to believe man-made lies and reject the simple truths of the Bible? 

God would be a respecter of persons if the process of election were unconditional. Think about it! If 
God selects some to be saved and some to be lost, He condemns Himself by His own Word. The apostle 
Peter teaches, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is acceptable to him" (Acts 10:34-35). The apostle Paul 



proclaimed the same truth, saying, "for there is no respect of persons with God" (Rom. 2:11). All people 
become God's elect in the same way - by choosing to obey the gospel plan of salvation. 

This brings us to the calling of God. The Bible teaches, "whereunto he called you through our gospel, 
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess. 2:14). One's obedience to the gospel 
(Gal. 1:6-9) will save his soul and make him a member of the Lord's church (Acts 2:47). Anyone can 
become one of God's elect if he will renounce the world and "put on Christ" (Gal. 3:27). 

Study the Scriptures and make sure you have been taught the truth about God’s elect! 
 

 
         
 

  
 


