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 The apostle Paul did not waste his time, the Lord's time, or the time of those who heard him with a 
social gospel. Only the gospel revealed by divine will has the power to save a soul from sin (Rom. 1:16). 
One who proclaims another gospel is to be "cut off' or "accursed" (Gal. 1:8). Please consider the following 
facts that the apostle Paul gives regarding the precious gospel. To the Corinthians he said, "Now I make 
known unto you brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein also ye 
stand, by which also ye are saved, if ye holdfast the word which I preached unto you, except ye believed in 
vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that which also I received: that Christ died for our sins according 
to the scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the 
scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:1-4). Paul admonished the Roman brethren, saying, "Or are ye ignorant that all 
we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him 
through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 
we also might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, 
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be done away, that so we should no longer be in bondage to sin" (Rom. 6:3-6). 
And again, "But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the heart 
to that form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered; and being made free from sin, ye became servants of 
righteousness" (Rom. 6:17-18). 

Paul was consistent in preaching the gospel. His previous preaching among the Corinthians was the 
same as what he now proclaimed. Earlier in the Corinthian letter Paul stated, "For I determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). If "the" gospel is not 
preached, then people do not have an opportunity to be saved. 

Paul points out that the Corinthians had to receive what he proclaimed. God forces salvation 
on no one. Man has a role to play in his salvation. Nowhere is this made more clear than when Luke 
records, "They then that received his word were baptized: and there were added unto them in that day 
about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:41). It does no good, however, to receive something other than the 
gospel if one desires salvation. 

Those receiving the gospel message can stand upon its promises. It is a foundation that will not 
crumble. The blessings of God's grace are appropriated only by one's obedience to the gospel. 

The gospel is the only saving power available to those lost in their sins. All above the age of 
accountability are lost (Rom. 3:10, 23). The fruit of sin brings forth spiritual death (Rom. 6:23). Listen 
to the writer of Hebrews as he says, "though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which 
he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey him the author of eternal 
salvation" (Heb. 5:8-9, emph. MLW). Promoting and providing for "fun and games" may draw a crowd 
and pack the pews, but this worldly approach will not save a single soul! 

Those who obey the gospel must continue to "hold fast the word" throughout their lives. Notice 
the conditional "if." If a New Testament Christian chooses to live according to God's law he can expect to 
be saved. If not, he can expect to be lost. The "once-saved, always-saved" theory is not taught in the 
Bible. This false doctrine comes from the wishful thinking of man! Notice the following Scriptures 
that teach one can fall from a saved state and lose his soul (1 Cor. 10:12; 1 Tim. 3:6-7; 4:1; 2 Pet. 3:17). 
The writer of Hebrews clearly states, "Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). Brethren and friends, one cannot 
fall from somewhere he has never been! 



One can believe in vain. Just believing will not get the job done! The demons even believe and 
tremble, but who will argue that they will be saved (Jam. 2:19)? Belief not properly acted upon is in vain. 

Christ died for our sins and was buried and rose again the third day. The Lord's burial was 
stated in the Old Testament Scriptures (Isa. 53:9; Psa. 16:10. His resurrection was taught and known (Matt. 
12:40; 27:63). 

All sacred and divine matters are to be "according to the scriptures." One will notice this phrase 
used twice in verses three and four of 1 Corinthians 15. All religion is in vain if it is not "according to the 
scriptures." The creeds of men may please those who want to worship as they please, but such creeds never 
please God. Search the Scriptures and learn the facts of the gospel. Obey the gospel, grow in God's 
Word, and live the Christian life. 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


