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There is only one "good shepherd" who "layeth down his life for the sheep" (John 10:11). All others 
who boast of being the voice that people are to heed are merely "thieves and robbers" (John 10:8). Only 
the Christ qualifies as the "good shepherd" who has the power to lay His life down and the "power to 
take it again " (John 10:18). 

This is the reason that the apostle Paul urges brethren to "speak the same thing" and be "perfected 
together in the same mind and the same judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). Everyone should be listening to the 
voice of the good shepherd and disregarding the voices of strangers (John 10:5). If one is not to be a 
follower of Paul, Apollos, or Peter (1 Cor. 1:12-13), then no man qualifies to be followed today! The 
acceptance of this truth will do away with the creeds, synods, and councils of men, and liberalism and 
anti-ism will also cease to exist. 

His sheep hear His voice. Sheep that follow the voice of another are not the Good Shepherd's sheep. 
The voice of Christ is heard through the written Word. The Bible says, "God, having of old time spoken 
unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the end of these days 
spoken unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds 
" (Heb. 1:1-2, emph. MLW). Christ makes it clear how He speaks to us today in saying, "He that rejecteth 
me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge 
him in the last day" (John 12:48). Both Jew and Gentile are to listen to the voice of Christ (John 10:16). 
As John records, "he [Christ] is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for the whole 
world" 1 John 2:2). 

Christ knows His sheep. The Good Shepherd will make no mistakes in identifying those who are 
His. Many believe that if they insist they are the Lord's sheep that they will be counted as such in the 
Day of Judgment. The Good Shepherd, however, knows the sheep who have been content to follow the 
voices of strangers. One will not be accepted into the fold just because he cries out that he is the Lord's 
sheep. Jesus warns all that He knows who His sheep are in saying, "Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy by thy name, and by thy name 
cast out demons, and by thy name do many mighty works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity" (Matt. 7:21-23). 
Christ purchased His sheep. The apostle Paul reminds all that no man died for the Lord's church. The 
Scriptures record, "Now this I mean, that each one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos: and I 
of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye baptized into the 
name of Paul" (1 Cor. 1:12-13)? The flock of sheep following Christ have been purchased by His 
blood (Acts 20:28). No man purchased the Lord's church. The church is the "body" of Christ of 
which He is its "head" (Eph. 1:22-23). 

The Good Shepherd cares for His sheep. A tremendous contrast is drawn between the "hireling" and 
the Good Shepherd. John records, "He that is a hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf snatcheth them, and 
scattereth them: he fleeth because he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep" 10:12-13). The Good 
Shepherd cares about the food and safety of His sheep, but the hireling cares only about his greed and 
physical well being. There are many today who prey on people by using religion solely for selfish 
purposes. 

The Good Shepherd has only one flock of sheep. Christ said, "And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice: and they shall become one flock, one 



shepherd" (John 10:16). The precious gospel was first carried to the Jews and then to the Gentiles. They 
would become one flock with one shepherd. Thus, Paul states, "But now in Christ Jesus ye that once were 
far off are made nigh in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who made both one, and brake down the 
middle wall of partition, having abolished in the flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances; that he might create in himself of the two one new man, so making peace; and 
might reconcile them both in one body unto God through the cross, having slain the enmity thereby" (Eph. 
2:13-16). 

There is one Good Shepherd (Jn. 10:11) and one flock or body (Jn. 10:16; Eph. 4:4). Remember ... 
"There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there can be neither bond nor free, there can be no male and 
female; for ye all are one man in Christ Jesus. And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, heirs 
according to promise" (Gal. 3:28-29). 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


