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 The gospel had a tremendous effect on the life of Saul of Tarsus. Before his obedience to the gospel, 
Saul describes his life in saying, "I verily thought with myself that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And this I also did in Jerusalem: and I both shut up many of the saints in 
prisons, having received authority from the chief priests, and when they were put to death I gave my vote 
against them. And punishing them oftentimes in all the synagogues, I strove to make them blaspheme; and 
being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto foreign cities" (Acts 26:9-11). Many 
people observed Saul's rebellion against Christ and Christianity, and Saul refers to himself as "chief of 
sinners" (I Tim. 1:15). 

The new attitude of Paul is clearly depicted in Philippians 3:7-8: "Howbeit what things were gain to 
me, these have I counted loss for Christ. Yea verily, and I count all things to be loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but 
refuse, that I may gain Christ." The brethren in Judaea, though having not seen Saul, had heard of the 
change in his manner of living. The people say, "...He that once persecuted us now preacheth the faith of 
which he once made havoc" (Gal. 1:23). People notice when one chooses to no longer live like the world! 

The brethren in Thessalonica had been associated with paganism. They had worshipped idols, but 
they were willing to turn from practicing idolatry. 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 reveals the new mind-set of 
these brethren: "For they themselves report concerning us what manner of entering in we had unto 
you; and how ye turned unto God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, who delivereth us from the wrath to come. " 
Surely some of these brethren had to give up things that were once precious and meaningful to them. 
Family ties would have to be broken because of relatives being unwilling to sever their idolatrous 
worship. Some worldly friends will be severed because one cannot be a friend of the world and also a 
friend of God. James makes this truth clear in saying, "Ye adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of the world 
maketh himself an enemy of God" (4:4). Don't you know that friends, acquaintances, and relatives 
noticed this extreme change in the lives of these Thessalonian brethren? 
What about the life that you are living today? Some brethren are much too interested in how close they 
can get to sin without sinning. This attitude is the same one that asks, "Is it all right to social drink if I 
do not get drunk?" The drinking of intoxicating beverages is condemned (Prov. 20:1; 23:29-33; Hab. 
2:15). Another will ask, "Is it all right if I go to the local swimming pool and places like White Water if it 
does not cause me to lust?" Even if it is possible for one not to lust under such conditions, what about 
undressing and causing others to lust? The Lord warns, "but I say unto you, that every one that looketh on 
a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart" (Matt. 5:28). 
Another inquires, "Is it wrong for me to not attend services on Sunday and Wednesday evenings?" One 
with a proper attitude will not want to miss any service. 

Does the life that you are now living convince people that you meet that you are a Christian? Do they 
immediately notice a difference in your speech and actions? 

Listen to the apostle Paul as he describes a Christian's new relationship. He says, "Wherefore if any 
man is in Christ, he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; behold, they are become new" (2 
Cor. 5:17). A change occurs in the life of one who is a Christian and those who are watching are going to 
notice. A child of God has a new purpose. He is raised from the waters of baptism to "walk in newness of 
life" (Rom. 6:4). It is because of this newness of life that Paul admonishes, "If then ye were raised together 
with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set your mind 



on the things that are above, not on the things that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. "(Col. 3:1-3). 

Will you determine that your attitude will be as the faithful Hebrews who "confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth? For they that say such things make it manifest that they are 
seeking after a country of their own" (Heb. 11:13-14). 

May we live our lives so that all will readily notice that we are Christians! Let us not conform to this 
world as our citizenship and home is in Heaven (Phil. 3:20). May it be obvious to all that we are 
purposely walking in the steps of the Savior (1 Pet. 2:21)! 

 
 

 

 
         
 

  
 


