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 Is it that one cannot forgive or that one will not forgive? The latter is the correct answer. Jesus made 
clear the necessity of forgiveness when He said, "For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses" (Matt. 6:14-15). God does not ask you or me to do the impossible. Thus, the command 
to forgive others can be obeyed. Forgiveness is like Jesus' teaching on marriage, divorce, and remarriage - 
many consider the Master's words to be a "hard saying" (John 6:60; cf. Matt. 19:10). 

More often than not, men only want to do that which absolutely must be done. The apostle Peter asked, 
"...Lord, how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? until seven times" (Matt. 18:21)? 
There is no doubt but that Peter thought he was being magnanimous in suggesting forgiving one seven 
times. Christ's answer was that forgiveness was to be extended "until seventy times seven" (Matt. 18:22). 
Jesus is teaching unlimited forgiveness - not that forgiveness cannot exceed 490 times. Forgiveness is to 
be "unlimited" in the sense that it must be extended if the one seeking forgiveness is penitent. The Lord 
does not forgive those who will not repent, and you and I cannot do what the Lord cannot do. Like the 
Savior, we must always be willing to forgive those who genuinely seek forgiveness. 

In this parable are two servants who need their debts forgiven. The first man owes an enormous debt of 
10,000 talents ($10,000,000). A wage earner could only expect to earn about a shilling per day (17 cents). 
This man owed a debt he could never pay, but his master forgave his debt. 

How quickly we forget! This forgiven servant sought out one who owed him one hundred shillings 
($17) and demanded payment. The words that he had just uttered are now spoken by another, "Have 
patience with me, and I will pay thee" (Luke 18:29). The Scriptures say, "And he would not: but went 
and cast him into prison, till he should pay that which was due " (Matt. 18:30). 

The Lord called the unforgiving servant "wicked" and committed him to the "tormentors" (hell) 
until all the debt was paid. Please keep in mind that this debt could never be paid, so there is no 
implication of the false doctrine of "purgatory" to be found in this statement. What every child of God 
needs to hear and understand are these words: "So shall also my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye forgive 
not every one his brother from your hearts " (Matt. 18:35). 

Brethren are slow to learn lessons in which they have no interest. There are brethren who refuse to sit 
on the same pew together, refuse to speak to one another, refuse to eat with one another, and will not serve 
together at the Lord's table. The only thing these brethren have in common is the hope that Christ will 
forgive them of their sins, and they will one day be in Heaven - on opposite sides of course! 
Brethren, it is a serious matter when we refuse to forgive a brother or sister of a "shilling" and we desire to 
be forgiven of one million dollars. We must remember that we sin against the one who had no sin, and 
justice demands that spiritual death be our reward. The Scriptures say, "For the wages of sin is death ... " 
(Rom. 6:23). Christ, who is our example, taught us to always manifest the spirit of forgiveness (cf. Luke 
23:34). 

It is foolish to become so embittered over the petty things that occur in this life. Pride often stands in 
the way of forgiveness. Pride will not allow one to pray, "And forgive us our debts, as we also have 
forgiven our debtors" (Matt. 6:12). Pride will, however, cause one to imitate the attitude of the unrighteous 
Pharisee. "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as the rest of 
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week; I give tithes of all that 
I get" (Luke 18:11-12). 

If anyone ever had the right to hold a grudge and withhold forgiveness it was surely the Christ. The 



Saviour, however, always manifested the spirit of forgiveness. 
Have you given serious thought to the debt that you owe? Have you forgotten the cost of your 

forgiveness? Christ gave His life and shed His blood so that you and I might have forgiveness from our 
sins. It is true that "God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us " (Rom. 5:8). 

Think of the shame and disgrace we bring upon the body of Christ when we fall short of His will 
and commit sinful acts! Yet, the Lord loves us and stands ready to forgive if we are willing to comply 
with His conditions for forgiveness. We must "give up" or "turn from" our sinful practices; it is "repent 
or perish" (Luke 13:3). One must seek forgiveness before he can be forgiven. 

How silly it is to claim that we cannot forgive a brother because of a "shilling," and yet we insist that 
the Lord forgive us of a million-dollar debt! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


