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 It was in the late 90's that "Bishop Carlton Pearson" began proclaiming his doctrine of inclusion. This 
is the comfortable belief that everyone is going to be saved regardless of the life they choose to live. Mr. 
Pearson declares that Jesus' death on Calvary's cross automatically secures eternal life for every person 
who has ever lived. The Bible begs to disagree with Mr. Pearson in saying, "though he was a Son, yet 
learned obedience by the things which he suffered; and having been made perfect, he became unto all 
them that obey him the author of eternal salvation" (Heb. 5:8-9, emph. MLW). The teaching of 
Matthew 7:13-14 is too plain to miss: "Enter ye in by the narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they that enter in thereby. For narrow is the gate, and 
straitened the way, that leadeth unto life, and few are they that find it." 

The Saturday, May 3, 2003 Dallas Morning News has staff writer Selwyn Crawford reporting the 
following: 

Mr. Pearson, founder and pastor of Tulsa's Higher Dimensions Family Church, now says he believes "it is 
reasonable" that Satan himself will go to heaven. It's possible, he says, that God could have made a mistake 
in condemning Satan to eternity in hell. "Is God not big enough to change the devil?" Mr. Pearson said in 
an interview. "I can conceive of the devil bowing down and repenting to God, saying, 'I competed with 
you, but I was wrong. I'm sorry.'" 
In his view, "Hell is not a permanent place," but rather like being sent to jail, or to your room. "If anything, 
hell is a place of correction, not eternal punishment." 
Many Christian traditions hold that the only way to heaven is through repentance, turning away from sin and 
accepting Jesus as one's personal savior. Mr. Pearson isn't buying that. "It's not about your accepting 
Christ," he said. "It's about Christ accepting you. ... You didn't choose to be born the first time, so why 
should you choose whether you are born a second time?" He added that it's wrong to believe that a just God 
would banish souls to eternal fire and brimstone. "We say that Hitler is the most despised man of the 20 
century. He burned 6 million Jews. But we say that God is worse [because] he's going to burn billions forever. 
The blood of Jesus makes hell irrelevant." 

First, it is NOT reasonable that Satan will go to heaven. If it is possible that God made a 
mistake in condemning Satan to hell, then it is possible that God has made other mistakes. This would 
mean that all of God's Holy attributes would be questionable. Jesus said that the Father's word is true 
(John 17:17). God promised that He does not change and cannot lie (Mal. 3:6; Titus 1:2). The Word of 
God should be believed over the word of man. Mr. Pearson, as the Scriptures declare, "let God be found 
true, but every man a liar..." (Rom. 3:4). 

If God made a mistake regarding the destiny of Satan, then perhaps he made a mistake in preparing 
heaven for the redeemed. Surely one can see where following this line of reasoning will lead. 

Second, God does not change the devil or anyone else. A person may choose to turn from his 
wicked ways, repent of his sins, and obey the precious gospel (Lk. 13:3; Acts 2:38; Mk. 16:16). The 
gospel is the only power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). The devil, however, unlike human beings, is not 
given the opportunity to repent. In describing those who will be lost the Lord records, "Then shall he say 
also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels" (Matt. 25:41). It is clear that "God spared not angels when they sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and committed them to pits of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment" (2 Pet. 2:4). 
The devil is included in this number. 

Third, hell is a permanent place of abode for the lost soul. The eternal place of torment is NOT 
likened unto one's room or the modern day "time out" (cf. Matt. 10:28; Mark 9:43-48; 2 Pet. 2:4). Hell is 



not a reform school designed to rebuild one's character and good standing with God. 
The rich man forever reminds one of the torment of an eternal hell by stating that he is "in anguish in 

this flame" (Lk. 16:24). A great gulf is fixed so that no coming or going will occur from eternal torment (v. 
26). 

Fourth, salvation is about a person choosing to obey the gospel (cf. Heb. 5:9; Rom. 1:16). 
Comparing one's fleshly birth to his spiritual birth is to compare apples to oranges! One must come to 
Christ as the Savior forces himself  upon no one (Matt. 11:28-30). Mr. Pearson misses the fact that sin is 
what condemns the soul to eternal torment (Rom. 6:23). Thus, the blood of Jesus does not make "hell 
irrelevant," but rather provides the way for forgiveness for the child of God upon repentance of his sins 
(Eph. 1:7). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


