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 The sin of unbelief kept many of the Jews out of the Promised Land (Num. 13:32; 32:13; cf. Heb. 
3:19). God had given the land to His people but they did not believe they were able to possess it. One's 
belief will always be demonstrated by his actions. The claim to be a believer in God is empty and hollow 
if one refuses to comply with His Word. 

The Hebrews writer warned, "Take heed, brethren, lest haply there shall be in any one of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God" (Heb. 3:12). The sin of unbelief was alive and well 
in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:3), and it is also alive and well today. The devil knows that unbelief will 
cause many to miss Heaven. 

If one believes God he will obey God. The ASV rendering of John 3:36 makes this point very clear: 
"He that believeth on the Son hath eternal life; but he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” Let us observe some areas where many claim to believe God but fail to obey 
Him. 

Some claim to believe God but refuse to repent of their sins. Jesus taught the necessity of doing the 
Father's will when He said, "But what think ye? A man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, 
Son, go work to-day in the vineyard. And he answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented 
himself, and went. And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and 
went not. Which of the two did the will of his father? They say. The first... “(Matt. 21:28-31). On another 
occasion, the Master taught folks that they must choose whether to repent or perish (Luke 13:3). 

On Pentecost some wanted to know what they must do to be saved and Peter answered, "Repent ye, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38). One who believes what God has said will turn from and 
cease to practice that which is sinful. 

Some claim to believe God but refuse to be baptized for the remission of their sins. If repentance 
is a prerequisite to salvation (and it is - Acts 2:38). Then baptism is also a prerequisite to salvation. God 
tells us to repent of our sins and He also tells us to be baptized for the remission of our sins. Do we 
believe Him when He says one must repent of his sins to be saved, but not when He says one must be 
baptized to have his sins remitted? 

False teachers today argue that one is saved at the point of belief. The Bible begs to disagree. Saul 
of Tarsus was struck down on the road to Damascus and became a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ 
(See Acts 9). However, when recounting his obedience to the gospel, he said that he was baptized to 
wash away his sins (Acts 22:16). If baptism washes away one's sins (and the Scripture says it does), 
how can one be saved in his sins before he is baptized? 

Some claim to believe God but argue that one can attend the church of his choice. How many 
churches does one read about in the New Testament? If one believes God he will believe Him when He 
says, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased: hear ye him" (Matt. 17:5). Jesus Christ has been 
given all authority in Heaven and on earth (Matt. 28:18). The Lord promised to build only His church 
(Matt. 16:18). He purchased His church with His shed blood (Acts 20:28). Jesus claims that He is "head 
over all things to the church, which is his body" (Eph. 1:22-23). The apostle Paul speaking by inspiration 
declares that there is only one body (Eph. 4:4). Considering what God's Word says, how can one claim to 
believe Him and not believe that there is only one church of which Christ is the head? 

Some believe that they can worship God in any manner that pleases them. If one claims to 
believe God then surely they will believe His Son when He says, "God is a Spirit: and they that worship 
him must worship in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). What is truth? In His prayer to His Father, Jesus 



declares that His Father's "word is truth" (John 17:17). 
We do not have the privilege of engaging in "will-worship" (Col. 2:23) and pleasing the Heavenly 

Father. What pleases men does not necessarily please God. Many fail to grasp that Bible authority is 
needed for that which is done in worship. Paul declares, "And whatsoever ye do, in word or in deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him" (Col. 3:17). To do something 
in Jesus' name is to do it with His authority. 

Friday and Saturday night worship is authorized by men and not God! The early church assembled to 
worship on Sunday, the Lord's Day, "the first day of the week" (Acts 20:7; cf. 1 Cor. 16:1-2). How can one 
claim to believe God and then fail to worship at His appointed time? 

Unbelief will keep one out of Heaven. If we love God then let us keep His commandments (John 
14:15). To profess belief without doing His will is hopeless (Matt. 7:21)! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


