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 The words Isaiah spoke some 750 years before the birth of the Savior are as true today as they were then. 
The prophet boldly stated, "His watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark; dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. Yea, the dogs are greedy, they can never 
have enough; and these are shepherds that cannot understand: they have all turned to their own way, each 
one to his gain, from every quarter. Come ye, say they, I will fetch wine, and we will fill ourselves with 
strong drink; and tomorrow shall be as this day, a day great beyond measure" (Isa. 56:10-12). A loyal 
watchman is quick to alert his people of the dangers of the enemy, God's faithful prophets of old did not 
hesitate to distinctly identify threats from without and indifference from within, and faithful elders and 
preachers today will do likewise. May we profit from the lesson to be learned from Isaiah's inspired 
statement! 

What will be the eternal fate of the congregation whose preacher and elders are charged by the Lord 
with BLINDNESS (v. 10)? Can you imagine building a fortified city upon a hil l  and then deliberately 
choosing "blind" men to serve as watchmen for the enemy? How is one who is physically blind capable of 
warning folks of the approaching enemy? Likewise, how are the spiritually blind capable of warning 
brethren of spiritual disaster? 

Ezekiel warned, "When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 
speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at thy hand" (Ezek. 3:18). It is no laughing matter to be bl ind to God's 
Word. Elders and gospel preachers will give an account in the Day of Judgment for not having "their 
senses exercised to discern good and evil" (Heb. 5:14). 

What will be the eternal fate of the congregation whose preacher and elders are charged by the 
Lord with IGNORANCE (v. 10)? Matthew Henry comments that these so-called watchmen "had no sense 
or knowledge of their business. They were wretchedly ignorant of their work, and very unfit to teach, being so 
ill-taught themselves" (Commentary on Isaiah). Can not the same thing be said today about so many who 
profess to be elders and preachers? 

God's watchmen do not subscribe to the thinking that declares, "what one does not know will not hurt 
him." One who does not recognize the enemy cannot warn of the presence of the enemy. One who does not 
recognize the enemy's tactics will eventually become ensnared in his foe's traps. Thus, Peter sounds forth the 
warning, "Be sober, be watchful; your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour" (1 Pet. 5:8). 

Many who call themselves elders and preachers are not students of the Bible. One cannot teach what he 
does not know! Neither can he warn of that which he is not aware! So many today imbibe from false 
teachers at our so-called Christian universities and are as Paul says, "ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. 3:7). The reason they do not possess a knowledge of the 
truth is because they have denied that which is godly and right (2 Tim. 3:5). One is a failure and a 
stumbling block who is ignorant of God's will (Matt. 15:14). True watchmen can say as did the 
Psalmist, "Thy word have I laid up in my heart, that I might not sin against thee " (Psa. 119:11). 

What will be the eternal fate of the congregation whose preacher and elders are charged by the 
Lord with COWARDLINESS [dumb dogs who will not bark (v. 10)? A cowardly dog will not 
growl or bark! Instead of barking, such an animal quietly hunkers down while the damage is done. 
Who would choose such a dog to guard a flock of sheep? 

Who would want a cowardly preacher or elder that refused to reprove those guilty of sin and 
consistently failed to warn the flock of wolves (false teachers) and destructive doctrine? 



What will be the eternal fate of the congregation whose preacher and elders are charged by the 
Lord with being DREAMERS (v. 10)? Some folks are not content to have the entire Word of God 
regarding doctrinal matters (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3; Jude 6). They dream dreams, and speak of "visions" 
received from the Lord. They speak of their "dreams" for the Lord's church while ignoring the pattern the 
Lord gave regarding His body. Such visions and dreams do not come from the mind of God but the mind of 
men! 

Godly elders and preachers will reject and loudly warn against anything and everything that does not 
"befit the sound doctrine" (Titus 2:1). May it never be said of God's watchmen that they are unfaithful and 
unconcerned! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


