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It is amazing at the number of folks who claim to believe in God's Word while ignoring it! Some 
people do not have a great deal of difficulty in convincing themselves that God surely does not mean 
what He says. However, if one desires to go to Heaven, he will be interested in what God has said. Let 
us study and learn as we contrast what some people believe with what God has said. 

Most folks believe in the "faith only" concept of salvation. Countless thousands believe that 
righteous works are not necessary to save their souls. They contend that any thing one might do is an 
unnecessary meritorious work and has man attempting to save himself. 

It is true that man cannot save himself by works of merit. No one can do enough good deeds to 
become a child of God or earn salvation. No faithful gospel preacher has ever taught such a false doctrine! 

Man must, however, comply with works of obedience that are demanded by the Lord. What has God 
said? The audience on Pentecost was told by Peter, "Save yourselves from this crooked generation" (Acts 
2:40). This one verse of Scripture clearly shows that there is something man must do to save himself. The 
book of Hebrews demands that people have faith and be believers in God (Heb. 11:6). Luke demands 
that all people must repent of their sins (Luke 13:3). Paul insists that believers will with the mouth make 
confession unto salvation (Rom. 10:10). Inspired writers make mention that man must be immersed for 
the remission of his sins (Acts 2:38; 8:30-39; 22:16; Rom. 6:4; Gal. 3:27; 1 Pet. 3:21). All of these works 
of obedience must be complied with if man is to be saved. Why? Because God said so! 

Neither will "faith only" save one after he has become a child of God. James, writing by inspiration, 
says, "What doth it profit, my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but have not works? Can that faith save 
him? If a brother or sister be naked and in lack of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Go in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled; and yet ye give them not the things needful to the body; what doth it profit? 
Even .so faith, if it have not works, is dead in itself" (James 2:14-17). It could not be made more clear 
when James says, "Yea, a man will say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith apart from thy 
works, and I by my works will show thee my faith " (James 2:18). It is not possible for one to demonstrate his 
faith apart from righteous works. 

The writer of Hebrews declares that by faith "Abel offered...a more excellent sacrifice" (11:4), 
"Noah...prepared an ark"(11:7), "Abraham...went out, not knowing whither he went" (11:8), 
"Abraham...offered up Isaac" (11:17), "Moses "forsook Egypt" (11:27), and "kept the passover" (11:28), 
and it was by faith that the children of Israel "passed through the Red Sea" (11:29). Can one not see that a 
believing faith is an active faith? One must be a believer, hearer, and doer of what God would have him 
to do (cf. James 1:22). In the Day of Judgment all will be interested in what God has said. 

The majority of people believe they can worship as they please. This is the very reason that so 
many denominations exist. Folks desire to worship "their way" and so they search for a church that is 
doing things like they want to do them. What has God said about the matter? 

All people have the obligation to worship God "in spirit and truth" (John 4:24). God, not man, defines 
truth. The Bible says that His "word is truth" (John. 17:17). Christ declares, "If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments" (John 14:15). The Lord built His church (Matt. 16:18) and promised to save only that 
which He built (Eph. 5:23). The apostle Paul says there is only "one body" (Eph. 4:4) of which Christ is 
head (Eph. 1:22-23). One cannot worship as he pleases and expect to go to Heaven. If one wants to be 
saved, he will heed what God has said regarding proper worship. 

Many who have obeyed the gospel try to serve and worship God half-heartedly. They use excuse 
after excuse to keep from loving and serving God with all their being (cf. Matt. 22:37). These brethren do 
not believe these words of the Master: "But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these 



things shall be added unto you" (Matt. 6:33). These half-hearted brethren are about 60 percent committed 
and 40 percent uncommitted. They reason that they have the right to reserve some of their heart for 
themselves. They put God first in their lives only if it is convenient for them to do so. They heed only the 
Scriptures that they agree with. They serve only if they can work it into their schedule. Brethren need to 
wake up and ask. "What has God said regarding spiritual matters?" 

One will not be judged by what he thinks or feels. Jesus said, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I spake, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 
12:48). Brethren, give diligent heed to what God has said! 

 

 
         
 

  
 


