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 The word "Christian" is used like many other words are used today - loosely. One may claim to be a 
Christian when in reality he is far from being a faithful child of God. A Christian is a follower of Christ; 
thus, one who is not content to follow the Lord cannot be a Christian. 

A Christian will love God! Jesus said, "...Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind" (Matt. 22:37). A proper love for God will not leave room for a 
love of things that are contrary to His will. John warns, "Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the 
lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the vain glory of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world" (1 
John 2:15-16). 

We live in the world but are not to be of the world. This means Christians must make proper choices if 
they are to be pleasing unto God. One may convince himself that he can serve both God and worldly riches, 
but Christ says such is not possible (Matt. 6:24). It is either one or the other. 

A Christian will respect the word of God! So many today who claim to love God have utter 
contempt and disdain for His word. Jesus said, "If ye love me, ye will keep my commandments" (John 
14:15). John taught the brethren, "Hereby we know that we love the children of God, when we love God 
and do his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous" (1 John 5:2-3). 

The word of God commands the Christian to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather even reprove them" (Eph. 5:11). A faithful child of God will not support or encourage false 
teaching. This is a serious matter within the Lord's church today. Many claim to disagree with the liberal path 
the preacher and elders are following, but they assemble each week to listen to unsound teaching and to 
give as they have been prospered. 

If the word of God is respected one will not contribute in any way toward false teaching. A Christian will 
have the attitude of the Psalmist who said, "...I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things to be right; and 
I hate every false way" (Psa. 119:128). 

A Christian will cherish the church of Christ! The cost of the Lord's church is a constant reminder of the 
precious nature of this spiritual institution. Paul charged the Ephesian elders, saying, "Take heed unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath made you bishops, to feed the church of the Lord which 
he purchased with his own blood" (Acts 20:28). The Lord's church is to be held in high esteem. Paul 
again teaches, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself up for 
it; that. he might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of water with the word, that he might 
present the church to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it 
should be holy and without blemish " (Eph. 5:25-27). 

The "give me Christ but not the church" mentality that was espoused years ago is still alive and well. 
Many profess their love for the Lord while admitting their disgust for the one true church. One who does not 
love Christ's church cannot love the Christ. 

A Christian will be steadfast and immoveable! The apostle Paul warns Christians to no longer be 
like children, "tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, in 
craftiness, after the wiles of error" (Eph. 4:14). To the Corinthian brethren he said, "be ye steadfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not vain 



in the Lord"(1 Cor. 15:58). 
A Christian has made the decision to follow Christ and do His will. One is not steadfast nor unmovable 

who compromises Christian principles with the world or man-made denominations. Jesus, knowing man, warns, 
"No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:62). 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


