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 Randy Mayeux once professed to be a member of the church of Christ. Several years ago he 
preached for the Preston Road church of Christ which had long been ultra liberal regarding doctrinal 
matters. The Preston Road congregation had not, however, drifted as far away from God's truths as Randy 
wanted them to drift. Thus, Randy made a break with churches of Christ (something all who are unhappy 
with the Lord's church ought to do) and now is listed as senior pastor of Hope Community Church in 
Dallas. 

Randy wrote an article in the guest column of the Saturday, March 22, 2003 Dallas Morning News 
commenting on the response of several "religious figures" who met on a recent Larry King show to 
discuss the war question. In the article, he mentions certain positions of Max Lucado (his friend since the 
'70's), John MacArthur, and Bishop Melvin Talbert. Space will not allow a discussion of every point 
raised in Randy's article, thus we will mainly focus on his obvious disdain for Bible authority. 

Randy had no problem (and rightly so) in labeling John MacArthur as the person in the group who 
most respected Bible authority, saying, "He simply believes what the Bible says." Mr. MacArthur, 
however, is the pastor of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, California, so let it be stated that even 
he does not believe or respect all that the Scriptures teach. The Lord did not die for "Grace Community 
Church" (Matt. 16:18; Rom. 16:16; Eph. 1:22-23). It is made clear in the Bible that "every plant which my 
heavenly Father planted not, shall be rooted up" (Matt. 15:13). 

Randy says. "Mr. MacArthur has always held up the Bible as the one and only authority in the church 
and seeks to follow it to the letter, regardless of the popularity, or lack thereof, of his conclusions." The 
Bible is our only authority in the church, and the words of the Master will judge all (John 12:48). This 
surely displeases Randy and Max, but so be it! One is to follow the Word of God (Psa. 119:105) and agree 
with the conclusions that God has made. Randy opines, "Can we all understand the Bible alike was 
debated years ago. Maybe we can, but we don't." So whose fault is it that we do not understand the Bible 
alike? Does such differences in understanding change the Word of God? Absolutely not! God's Word 
means what it says whether or not one understands it that way. Paul told the Ephesian brethren, "Where-
fore be ye not foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is" (Eph. 5:17). Notice that it is the Lord's 
will that can be and is to be understood! 

Consider those who say that they cannot understand why one believes that God condemns 
homosexuality. What does God say regarding the matter? "Thou shall not lie with mankind, as with 
womankind: it is abomination" (Lev. 18:22). The N.T. says, "the men, leaving the natural use of the 
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, men with men working unseemliness, and receiving in 
themselves that recompense of their error which was due" (Rom. 1:27; cf. I Cor. 6:9). The conclusion that 
homosexuality is an abomination before God and will condemn one's soul to Hell is the only conclusion 
that one can rightly  draw. 

Randy says, "If you want labels, try these: Mr. MacArthur, as the defender of the faith, states clearly 
and unequivocally that all Muslims, and any other non-Christians, are destined for hell." It is obvious to 
those who know both Randy and Max that they long ago decided to be more lenient than the Lord regarding 
the gospel plan of salvation and entry into the Lord's church. 

The Lord taught, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 16:15-16). 
There is only one gospel (Gal. 1:6-9). The apostle Paul said that upon the return of the Lord He will 
render "vengeance to them that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: 
who shall suffer punishment, even eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his 



might" (2 Thess. 1:8-9). Can one follow the teaching of the Koran, or must one follow the teaching of the 
Bible? Can one follow Mohammed or must one follow Christ? 

Randy says, "Human beings bring themselves into the act of interpreting the sacred text. They always 
have, and they always will. Bishop Talbert has fought for civil rights. Mr. MacArthur has long spoken 
against those who would weaken or lessen the authority of the Bible. Mr. Lucado...has cultivated a warm 
and loving heart for individual people. Their life experiences inform their approach to the Bible and shape 
their interpretation of it." 

A loving heart will obey God's will! "Life experiences" are not to shape one's interpretation of the 
Bible (cf. 2 Pet. 1:20-21). God's Word has long been settled in Heaven (Psa. 119:89). May our heart be like 
Ezra's heart (cf. Ezra 7:10)! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


