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 The above title was taken from the Rockwall-Rowlett section of the Wednesday, March 19, 2003 
Dallas Morning News. In my estimation, a more appropriate title would be "Lake Pointe Church Sets 
Spiritual Snare For Youth." Such a title as I propose, however, would not be popular with the young 
folks this denomination is planning to net. 

The paper says: 
When designing Lake Pointe Church's youth activity center, the Rev. Steve Stroope took inspiration 
from both the Bible and Joe's Crab Shack. The 55,000 square-foot Pier 4:19, named for a verse in the 
book of Matthew, will have walls and ceilings covered with rusted tin and wood from old barns and bricks 
salvaged from a warehouse. The rustic decor is an homage to the popular look of urban lofts and newly 
minted restaurants that are decorated to resemble dilapidated shacks, Mr. Stroope said...Despite its rough-
hewn look, the center will be a well-equipped, modern facility. The two-story Pier 4:19 includes basketball 
cages for three-on-three matches, billiard tables and a video game room. It will also feature an 800-seat 
auditorium, numerous classrooms and a cafe. A mock pier in the back will overlook a skate park and sand 
volleyball court. 

Are you now ready for the revelation of a lifetime? Here it is - "The building takes its name from the 
Bible passage: 'And he said to them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.'" It is rather obvious 
to any Bible student that Joe's Crab Shack has far more influence on Mr. Stroop than does the Word of 
God! It is a mockery of the inspired Word to apply Jesus' statement in Matthew 4:19 to the recreation 
center that Lake Pointe Church is creating to attract young people. As the paper incorrectly states, "Holy 
and hip will mix at activity center to attract teens." 

Friends, that which is holy does not mix with things of the world to save the souls of men! The gospel 
and the gospel alone "is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth..." (Rom. 1:16). 
Satisfying man's social and recreational desires is not the mission of the Lord's church. The Lord came 
to this world "to seek and save the lost" (Luke 19:10), and such is done today by proclaiming the one 
and only gospel to those who will hear (Gal. 1:6-9). Most people today are not alarmed that so many 
attempt to mix a little Bible with a lot of worldly things to lure folks to gather with them. Such is only 
possible, however, when people no longer study, honor, and respect the Sacred Scriptures. 

It should not escape a student of the Bible that Jesus said, "Follow me" (Matt. 4:19, KJV). On another 
occasion the apostle Peter said, "For hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for you, 
leaving you an example, that ye should follow his steps" (1 Pet. 2:21). Can one find an example where 
Jesus mixes the "holy" with the "hip" of His day? Did the Lord ever mention "entertainment" and 
"recreation" as a way of attracting the youth of His day? 

Does Paul say to young Timothy, "You are fortunate to have been a part of a recreation center that 
instilled deep faith in you and inspired you to become a Christian?" No, but Paul does say to Timothy, 
"But abide thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou 
hast learned them. And that from a babe thou hast known the sacred writings which are able to make thee 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 3:14-15). 

Adam Clarke in his commentary notes, "Miserable are those...who presume to take the name fishers 
of men, and know not how to cast the net of the divine word.... Such persons, having only their secular 
interest in view, study not to catch men, but to catch money..." Those attracted by entertainment and 
recreation must continue to receive such worldly food or else they will not be content and happy. It is true 
that "whatever draws them keeps them." Try removing the fun and games in many congregations today 
and see if you can keep up with the families who depart for "greener" pastures! 



Steve Stroop at one time was proud of being a Baptist, but now is content to be the "pastor" of the 
Lake Pointe Church. Herschel H. Hobbs, a Baptist preacher, has some words that Mr. Stroop and our 
liberal preachers should take to heart. Mr. Hobbs says, "The kingdom of God [is] not to be founded on 
razzle dazzle. Men were to come to Him not for entertainment, but in faith unto salvation. The former is of 
the world; the latter is of God. You can draw a crowd by dealing in the spectacular. But this does not 
necessarily mean that you are building the kingdom of God." 

Christ did not teach His apostles to use the glittering lures of recreation, entertainment, and worldly 
wisdom to save the souls of men. The apostle Paul said, "For seeing that in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom knew not God, it was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the 
preaching to save them that believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). Let us make sure that the net the church is casting is not 
a snare to the souls of men! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


