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 The Psalmist succinctly states, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and light unto my path. I have 
sworn, and have confirmed it, that I will observe thy righteous ordinances " (Psa. 119:105-106). The Word 
of God is not to be trifled with. One is forbidden to "add to” or "take from” the Word of truth (Deut. 
4:2; Rev. 22:18-19). As "newborn babes" followers of Christ are to "desire the sincere milk of the word" 
so that spiritual growth will occur (1 Pet. 2:2). God imparts His truths to us in no other way than 
through the inspired Word. It is each Christian's responsibility to allow (by reading, studying and meditating 
upon) the Word of God into their minds. 

In view of the importance of the Sacred Scriptures let us now note several truths: 
First, the Word of God must be received. Some on the Day of Pentecost "gladly received" God's 

Word and "were baptized" (Acts 2:41, KJV). James declares that the wrath of man does not work the 
righteousness of God. He then says, "Putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive 
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls" (Jam. 1:21). The gospel or Word is 
clearly identified as "the power of God unto salvation" (Rom. 1:16). It was the Master who observed, 
"...blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it" (Luke 11:28). It is true that "the word of 
God is living, and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword... “(Heb. 4:13), but it must be genu-
inely received in order to be of benefit to man. 

The parable of the sower shows that God's Word does not always come into contact with a good 
and honest heart. The seed (God's Word, Luke 8:11) that is sown sometimes fall by the wayside and is 
trodden under the foot and devoured by birds (Luke 8:5). Some seed falls upon rocky ground and 
dies for lack of moisture (v. 6). Other seed falls among thorns and is choked before it can mature (v. 7). 
It is the same seed that is sown in every instance, but not every person is willing to allow the Word to 
take root and grow. 

Second, the Word of God must be held fast. The apostle Paul, in instructing Titus in the qualifications 
of an elder, said a bishop must be "holding [fast, KJV] to the faithful word which is according to the 
teaching, that he may be able both to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to convict the gainsayers" (Titus 
1:9). It is sad that the majority of brethren today are more willing to hold fast to feelings, man-made 
whims, denominational concepts, and selfish motives than the precious Word of God! With such being 
true, it should come as no surprise that the verbiage of the gainsayers in many congregations has won out 
over sound doctrine. 

Christians will be held accountable for not holding fast to God's precious truths. The child of God 
who hopes to make Heaven his home must effectively and regularly use the "sword of the Spirit" (Eph. 
6:17) in a way that glorifies the Heavenly Father. 

Third, God's Word must be held forth as the Word of life. As long as brethren are ashamed of the 
glorious gospel, the Lord's work will never be accomplished, and the church will never shine forth as a 
beacon of light to those who are lost. The great commission still rings clear: "Go ye therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and lo, I am with you 
always, even until the end of the world" (Matt. 28:19-20). 

The early disciples confidently and eagerly held forth God's glorious truths as the Scriptures affirm.' 
"And every day, in the temple and at home, they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus as the Christ" 
(Acts 5:42). As a result of the disciple's steadfast faith and trust in God "the word of God increased; 
and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem exceedingly; and a great company of the 



priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). Even those who "were scattered abroad, went about 
preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). If souls are to be saved today the word of life must be held forth. 

Fourth, the word of truth must be rightly divided. The apostle Paul admonished, "Give diligence to 
present thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, handling aright the 
word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15). One must rightly divide between the three great dispensations. One must 
rightly divide between God's instructions to His children and those who are not members of the body of 
Christ. One must rightly divide between the miraculous age during the infancy of the church and today 
now that miracles have ceased (cf. 1 Cor. 13:8-10). 

A failure to properly discern and rightly divide the Word of God will have one worshipping in 
error. God "would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Tim. 2:4). Any 
person can do as God would have them to do by obeying the Word of God. May we always respect and 
stand in awe of the Holy Scriptures! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


