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 Much is said, and rightly so, about unity in the body of Christ. Unity was on the mind of the 
Master shortly before His death. Christ prayed, "Neither for these only do I pray, but for them also that 
believe on me through their word; that they may all be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me" (John 17:20-21). The 
apostle Paul strikes a death blow to unscriptural division and denominationalism in saying, "Now I 
beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and 
that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfected together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment" (1 Cor. 1:10). How can one read and believe these Scriptures and then advocate that even 
though people disagree on doctrinal matters all will be saved? 

Biblical unity is not determined by man but by the Holy Spirit. The Ephesian brethren were 
obligated to "to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" (Eph. 4:3). The Holy Spirit reveals the 
truth that there is but "one body...one Spirit...one hope...one Lord, one faith, one baptism [and] one God" 
(Eph. 4:4-6). Thus, unity in diversity is not a Scriptural solution to doctrinal matters! 

The Lord's people must divide from time to time but such division cannot be attributed to God. To the 
brethren at Ephesus Paul said, "I know that after my departing grievous wolves shall enter in among 
you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away the disciples after them" (Acts 20:29-30). To divide and refuse to follow those that 
reject God's Word is not sinful. 

The words of John are as applicable today as they were when he says, "Whosoever goeth onward 
and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in the teaching, the same hath 
both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this teaching, receive him not 
into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in his evil works" (2 
John 9-11). To go beyond and not abide in the teaching of Christ is always sinful! Those who insist 
upon going beyond the teaching of Christ must be marked (Rom. 16:17) and not fellowshipped (Eph. 
5:11). When such is done then division will occur. But whose fault is it when those who no longer wish to 
follow Christ go out or are put out from among us (cf. 1 John 2:19)? It is the fault of the one who has 
chosen to no longer abide by a "thus saith the Lord." 

Some people advocate unity at any price to spare a congregation from division. The Bible, however, 
does not teach that false teaching and error are to be tolerated within the body of Christ for the sake of 
unity. Thus, even though division is sinful, sometimes division cannot be avoided. Neither is it right to 
accuse faithful brethren of causing the division by standing forthrightly for the truth! 

In the 1800's the instrument was introduced into churches of Christ. Faithful brethren opposed the 
instrument being introduced into the church, and division occurred in congregation after congregation 
throughout the land. Were loyal followers of Christ responsible for the division caused by advocates of the 
instrument? Absolutely not! Singing in worship is authorized by the Lord (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16), but the 
instrument does not have divine approval. 

Why is it also more often than not that those who are unwilling to compromise on Scriptural matters 
are the ones who walk out and leave the church building to those who no longer respect the Word of God? 
Perhaps some have such an aversion to division that they convince themselves that they must leave 
quietly and without any trouble. Does it glorify God for faithful soldiers of the cross to lie down and let 
enemies of the cross run over them? 

No quarter should be willingly given to those who seek to pervert the gospel and restructure the Lord's 
church. The liberals should meet nothing but resistance on every hand from those who truly love the 



Lord. The Savior does not expect His faithful followers to win popularity contests, but He does expect 
those who love Him to stand firm for His cause. The line between righteousness and unrighteousness is 
not a thin, gray, nebulous line. Those who are committed to what is godly and right simply must 
determine to stand firm for sacred matters. 

To claim fellowship with God while refusing to abide by His will is hypocrisy. To fail to stand up and 
fight for the cause of Christ is to act cowardly. To hand over church assets to traitors of the kingdom to 
avoid trouble and division is despicable. 

May those who love the Lord take the "sword of the Spirit" (Eph. 6:17) and not give one inch to 
those who would subvert the faith. Division cannot always be avoided! 
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