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 We who are alive have been blessed to enter into another year. None of us know whether or not 
it will be our last year upon this earth. Neither do we know the opportunities that will be uniquely 
ours to be of service in the kingdom. May we be wise enough to recognize situations where we 
can make a difference for the cause of Christ! Let us meditate upon some ways we can be useful 
for the Master during the year of 2003. 

First, determine you will choose to travel the path that leads to eternal life. The warning 
Jeremiah sounded so long ago should not be taken lightly. The prophet stated, "...Thus saith 
Jehovah: Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death" (Jer. 21:8). We must resolve 
to "walk in the light as he is in the light" (1 John 1:7). Such is the only way we will ever have true 
fellowship with God and those of like precious faith! 

Second, resolve to be an asset to the Lord's church. Far too many brethren are nothing more 
than a liability to the cause of Christ! Their influence is bad instead of good. Their habits are 
"stumbling stones" to those who might otherwise be interested in the church of Christ. Their 
education and abilities are used and admired by many in the business world while God must wonder 
why they remain so ignorant and unwilling to work in the kingdom. Instead of being a shining light 
to others, they have placed their lamp under the bushel (cf. Matt. 5:13-16). 

Third, have a burning desire to use whatever ability you may have to the glory of God. All cannot 
be preachers, song leaders, teachers, elders or deacons. But each child of God can do something 
that will benefit the church and glorify the Father! Do not forget the teaching of the apostle Paul: "For 
in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and 
were all made to drink of one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot shall say, 
Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; it is not therefore not of the body. And if the ear 
shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; it is not therefore not of the body. If the 
whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the 
smelling? But now hath God set the members each one of them in the body, even as it pleased him. 
And if they were all one member, where were the body? But now they are many members, but one 
body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, I have no need of thee: or again the head to the feet, I 
have no need of you. Nay, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be more feeble are 
necessary: and those parts of the body, which we think to be less honorable, upon these we bestow 
more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness; whereas our 
comely parts have no need: but God tempered the body together, giving more abundant honor to 
that part which lacked; that there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have 
the same care one for another. And whether one 
member suffereth, all the members suffer with it; or one member is honored, all the members 
rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, and severally members thereof (1 Cor. 12:13-27). 

Fourth, possess a genuine love for the church. It amazes me to see some brethren become 
fighting mad because one has slandered a member of their physical family, but show absolutely no 
emotion or concern when one shows disrespect and disdain for the precious body of Christ! Could it 
be that many do not love the church as they should? Such is surely the case, for a valiant soldier of 
the cross would rise up in righteous indignation at the mockery many make of the blood-bought body 
(cf. John 7:24; Matt. 21:12-13). 

Fifth, all fathers need to be like Joshua so that their families will receive an inheritance that 
will exist forever. "Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him in sincerity and in truth; and put away 
the gods which your fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve ye Jehovah. And if it 



seem evil unto you to serve Jehovah, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah" (Joshua 24:14-15). 

Sixth, be faithful to the Lord and His cause as long as you are privileged to live in the world. 
The book of James reminds us that our faith is worthless unless it is put into action (James 2:14-
17). If one is not faithful in living for Christ, how can he convince himself and others that he will be 
faithful in dying for Christ (cf. Rev. 2:10)? 

Wilkin (Chief) Bacon gets to the heart of the matter in a song he authored, asking, "Can He 
depend on you, His blessed will to do? Will you be crowned with the faithful and true, Can He 
depend on you?" 

Let us resolve to make a difference in 2003! 
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