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 The Bible is bold in stating "that no prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation. For no 
prophecy ever came by the will of man: but men spake from God, being moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Pet. 
1:20-21). God has revealed to mankind His Word, and it is incumbent upon each individual to 
understand the unchanging will of Jehovah. It is not how "I see it" or how "you see it," but how God 
sees it and said it! The unchanging God (Mal. 3:6) has given us in His Word an absolute, objective, 
inerrant standard that must be believed and obeyed if one is going to save his soul (2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The Word of God enables a person to know what he must do to please the Heavenly Father. God's 
gracious providence has provided man with the Bible - "a lamp unto [his] feet, and light unto [his] 
path" (Psa. 119:105). God's Word is truth (John 17:17) and His truth is the only thing that will free one 
from his sins (John 8:32). Thus, Christians are commanded to "grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ... " (2 Pet. 3:18). 

A rejection of God's knowledge is proof positive that one does not fear or respect Jehovah. Solomon 
was correct in saying, "The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge; But the foolish despise 
wisdom and instruction" (Prov. 1:7). The prophet Hosea declared that his people were "destroyed for lack 
of knowledge " (4:6) and the apostle Paul warns those who are "ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth" (2 Tim. 3:7). How sad it is today that so many "have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge " (Rom. 10:2). 

Far too many folks today are content to listen to what someone else says about the Bible. They 
never search the Scriptures to see if what is said is true or not (cf. Acts 17:11). These same people readily 
read what some man has said about religion, but refuse to read what Christ has said about sacred 
matters! Isaiah once said of God's people, "Therefore my people are gone into captivity for lack of 
knowledge; and their honorable men are famished, and their multitude are parched with thirst" (Isa. 
5:13). People who choose to do battle with God will always lose. Unless we are willing to respect and 
seek after divine knowledge, we will suffer the same fate as did Israel. 

The prophet Hosea forthrightly identifies Israel's sins that led to her controversy with Jehovah. God's 
faithful spokesman says, "Hear the word of Jehovah, ye children of Israel; for Jehovah hath a 
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor goodness, nor knowledge of 
God in the land. There is nought but swearing and breaking faith, and killing, and stealing, and committing 
adultery; they break out, and blood toucheth blood" (4:1-2). Hosea's rebuke would be right on target if 
preached in many congregations of the Lord's people today. Let us note some of the things that are as 
great a problem today as they were when Hosea delivered his message. 

First, one will note that it was Jehovah who had a controversy with the people. People today 
tend to become angry with the preacher or teacher that makes them aware of God's truths. They need to 
realize that their "controversy" is with God and not with man. One who faithfully proclaims the Word of 
God is only God's mouthpiece. 

Second, people failed to recognize and speak the truth. Isaiah said of his people, "that say to the 
seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, 
prophesy deceits" (30:10). Is it not amazing that regarding religious matters most people today would 
rather be told a lie than the truth? It is a sad day for society when truth cannot be found in people's 
speech or actions. The wise man said, "Buy the truth, and sell it not... " (Prov. 23:23). What is truth? 
The Word of God is truth (John 17:17). 

Third, there was no goodness in the land. Jesus teaches that the second great commandment is to 
"love thy neighbor as thyself" (Matt. 22:39). People today live in fear because evil instead of goodness 



reigns supreme. 
Fourth, there was no knowledge of God in the land. God's Word was not "a lamp unto [their] 

feet, and light unto [their] path" (Psa. 119:105). Neither is God's Word a guide for most folks today! We 
live in a land where many now demand that the name of God not be heard and His Word not be seen. 

Fifth, swearing, breaking faith, killing, stealing, and committing adultery was in vogue in 
Israel. People's rights today are no longer respected, promises mean nothing, the sanctity of marriage is 
spurned, and God's moral standards are mocked. How terrible it will be to stand before God and be guilty 
of ignoring and breaking His laws! 

All will one day give an account for not knowing of God's will (cf. Acts 17:30). May it not be said 
of us that we are destroyed for lack of knowledge! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


