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 The Gospel is indeed good news! "...It is the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:16). The Old Law with its animal sacrifices 
could not save one from his sins. Thus, it is recorded, "...it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats 
should take away sins" (Heb. 10:4). Speaking of the Christ and His superior covenant the writer to the 
Hebrews says, "But now hath he obtained a ministry the more excellent, by so much as he is also the 
mediator of a better covenant, which hath been enacted upon better promises. For if that first covenant 
had been faultless, then would no place have been sought for a second. For finding fault with them, he 
saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord That I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
and with the house of Judah" (8:6-8). 

God's Word emphatically states that the Old Law was "abolished" (Eph. 2:15) and nailed "to the 
cross" (Eph. 2:14). Thus, it is said, "for this cause he is the mediator of a new covenant, that a death 
having taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, they that 
have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where a testament is, there must 
of necessity be the death of him that made it. For a testament is of force where there hath been death: for 
it doth never avail while he that made it liveth " (Heb. 9:15-17). 

The apostle Paul in speaking of the "good news" or "the gospel" says, "Now I make known unto you 
brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which 
also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which I preached unto you, except ye believed in vain. For I 
delivered unto you first of all that which also I received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; and that he was buried; and that he hath been raised on the third day according to the 
scriptures" (1 Cor. 15:1-4, emph. MLW). Let us take to heart several glorious truths contained in the 
inspired words that Paul proclaimed to the Corinthians. 

First, Paul preached only "the gospel." Nothing else would be acceptable to God or could 
save one's soul. For years denominational preachers have shared man's wisdom while ignoring God's 
wisdom. Gimmicks and "feel good" talks are used to attract  large crowds who enjoy being told that 
despite living worldly lives God's grace will save them. 

Even sadder is the realization that those who profess to "be members of the Lord's church have opted to 
reduce the precious bride of Christ to denominational status. It began with the "youth minister" 
movement where congregations paid to have the children taught that fun and games takes priority 
over serious study of the Bible. Next, worldly-minded and disbelieving educators wormed their way 
into "Christian Colleges." Some brethren began to clamor that our preachers should be more scholarly. 
For whatever reason, elders began hiring "educated" preachers who knew more about "P" and "Q" than 
they knew about Christ and Moses. 

As the saying goes, the rest is history. The average congregation of churches of Christ today has 
progressed far beyond where God would have them to go. They no longer respect a "thus saith the Lord." 
Consequently, passages such as 2 John 9-11 are either ignored or explained away. The Word of God still 
says, "Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth in 
the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not 
this teaching, receive him not into your house, and give him no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting 
partaketh in his evil works. " 

Second, people must receive the gospel and continue to stand in the gospel to be saved. In Acts 
2:41, they "that received his word were baptized: and there were added unto them in that day about 
three thousand souls. " Failure to receive the Word of God as it is will result in one's soul being lost (cf. 1 



Thess. 2:13). It is also true that a failure to continue to "walk in the light as he is in the light" (1 John 1:7) 
will result in one missing Heaven . 

Third, the doctrine of "once saved, always saved" cannot be true. The apostle Paul told these 
brethren that they were saved "if”  they held "fast the word" and did not believe "in vain. " One can 
"believe" and be lost. The Bible says, "Thou believest that God is one; thou doest well: the demons also 
believe, and shudder" (James 2:19). Who will contend that the "demons" who believed were saved? 

Fourth, Christ died for our sins but the grave could not hold Him. What "good news" it is that 
He "hath been raised on the third day according to the scriptures!" The sad news is that multitudes 
today believe that Christ rose from the grave, but they do not believe that the pure and unadulterated Word 
of God will judge them in that Day (cf. John 12:48). Yes, thank God for the gospel of Christ! 

 
 

 
         
 

  
 


